FRA, LOW COUNTRY BRANCH 269

http://www.fra269.org

BRANCH OFFICERS

President – Chuck Hines          
    Vice-President – Fred Bolz
                   824-2589


           797-3515
Treasurer – Laurie Bailey
    Secretary – Darlene Hines




           824-2589

BRANCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eric Bourgeois

Len Monnig

Bill Roup
Doug Cattell

Nate Nathan

Larry Starland

Carl Chinn

Pete Pearson

Bobbi Sutton
Larry Cox

Larry Pepper

John Tharp

Bill Farmer

Dave Rein

APPOINTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Chaplain – Bobbi Sutton 875-4010     Historian – Laurie Bailey

Master-at-Arms – Eric Bourgeois
   Legislative Affairs – Ed Odonnoghue
Amer/Pat – Larry Cox

   Ways & Means – Larry Pepper
Membership – Pete Pearson
   Youth Activities – John Tharp
By-Laws – Nate Nathan

   Audit – Nate Nathan 

Public Relations – Larry Starland
   WEB Masters – Dana & Charlotte VAVS – Doug Cattell


              Johnson

LAFRA UNIT 269

LAFRA269@aol.com

UNIT OFFICERS
President – Pat Suckow
            Vice-President – Barbara Addington

       764-0145

Treasurer - Gail Nathan
       
Secretary – Sue Cattell

744-3958 797-0248

UNIT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Karen Adams

Nancy Bullis

Tracy Turner

Tina Bohannon

Linda Cox

Rusty Wenzel

Pat Bischoff

Donna Lloyd

APPOINTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRWOMEN

Chaplain – Nancy Bullis 278-2736
    Youth Activities – Donna Lloyd
Membership – Barbara Addington 
    Amer/Pat – Linda Cox
Sergeant-at-Arms –  Karen Adams
    Unit Activities –  Gail & Pat
Historian –  Tina Bohannon
    VAVS – Sue Cattell 
                        Welfare – Rusty Wenzel
                  Merry Widows – Betty Harris
BRANCH PRESIDENT’S CORNER

We just got back from an Eastern Caribbean Cruise. WOW! What a great time! A bunch of Branch members, Unit members, and friends sailed off on the “Freedom of the Seas” for a week-long cruise, with stops in San Juan, St. Thomas, and St. Marteen. You should have been there! A great time was had by all! Contrary to popular belief, this was not the first time I had been to sea! ( The group is planning another cruise, this time to Alaska, in June 2010. We’ll get information for the Alaska Cruise into an upcoming newsletter.

Our May meeting is the 15th! We’ll be holding a second round of nominations followed by election of Branch and Home officers. You must be a member in good standing to vote! If you’re not sure of your status, check your membership card or the roster at The Home! All Hands are encouraged to attend and vote for the candidates of your choice. 

Do you want to get more involved in the Branch or Home? Get yourself nominated! Any Shipmate will nominate you. Just ask! Remember: Involvement=Influence! To be elected, a nominated member must be present or have a “Letter of Intend to Serve” on file with the Branch Secretary.

You want to get involved, but on a little lower level? Let the new Branch President know, that you’d like to serve on one of the following committees: Americanism & Patriotism Committee; Hospital, Welfare and Rehabilitation Committee; Youth Activities Committee; Membership & Retention Committee; Public Relations Committee; Ways & Means Committee; Legislative Service Committee; Bylaws Committee; Audit Committee; Golf Committee; and Picnic Committee. Ease into greater involvement in YOUR Branch with a committee position. 

Mark your calendar for the following Branch Events:
Saturday, May 17th Annual Picnic at Short Stay

Saturday, May 24th Adopt-a-Highway meet at FRA Home

Monday, May 26th Memorial Day Ceremony at Plantation Memorial

Friday, June 6th Installation of Officers at the FRA Home

Saturday, June 14th Summer Golf Tournament at Redbank G.C.


Hope to see ya’ll there!!




In Loyalty, Protection & Service 



Chuck
BRANCH TREASURER’S REPORT

Checking 
$10,180.52
Savings
 
$4,454.36
Total 

$14,634.88
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BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS’ PEW

Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our Shipmates or Auxiliary members please contact Branch Chaplain Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Nancy Bullis @ 278-2736.
MEMORIAL DAY – May 26th 

FLAG PLACEMENT & SERVICES

As Memorial Day approaches, it is time to pause and consider the true meaning of this holiday.  Memorial Day represents the day of national awareness and reverence, honoring those Americans who died while defending our Nation and it’s values. 


Low Country Branch 269 will hold Memorial Day Services at Plantation Memorial Gardens on Route 17-A,  just north of Carnes Crossroads. Flag placement will take place at 0800 hours. Services will commence at 1000 hours. Flag removal will be at dusk.


All Hands are encouraged to attend and participate. 

HOME COMMITTEE NOMINEES

Second round of nominations & vote May 15th

Home Chairman – Rich Horton, Chuck Hines

Vice Chairman – John Janney, Rich Horton

Financial Sec. – Rusty Wenzel, Darlene Hines

Admin Sec. – Bobbi Sutton, Linda Cox

Building & Gounds – Larry Starland

Special Events – Al Addington

Membership & Security – Rusty Wenzel, Tina Bohannon

Director – John Janney, Della Deatherage, Rich Horton, Nancy Bullis, Barbara Addington, Rusty Wenzel, Tina Bohannon, Linda Cox, Kirk Owen, David Sexton, Laurie Bailey, Angie Clark, Al Addington
Trustee – Larry Pepper, Doug Cattell, Pat Suckow


If you are nominated but unable to attend “a letter of intent” must be on filed with the Branch secretary. 

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members



    8

Transferred into Low Country Branch 269             
   
    3
Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander

    0
Suspended members




  11

Members past due




  33

Transferred from Branch 269



    0  

TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 31MAR08   1011

WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members

Kenneth Baumgardner
Pete Martellini

John Sabo

Bryon Chafin

Lawrence McMicking
Jerome White

Corliss Davis

Katherine Peterson-Crain
Samuel Wright

Mark Garrison

Arthur Raymond
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MADAM PREZ’s CORNER
Hello Unit Members:


I would like to start off by saying thank you for the nice turn-out that we had for the April meeting. As everyone knows we had the nominations of officers; So who will be our next President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Who will be on our board of directors?  This is up to you so please come out on May 13 (yes a week earlier) so mark your calendar and make your vote count.


Members keep in mind that May’s meeting will begin with the nominations of officers for 2008-2009, followed by the voting of the officers. Remember these positions are not easy; it is a lot of hard work to keep the Unit going. If you decide to accept a nomination please intend to give 100% and nothing less.


Nominations are:

President

Rusty Wenzel and Nancy Bullis

Vice-President

Barbara Addington

Secretary

Tina Bohannon and Karen Adams,

Treasurer

Karen Adams and Nancy Bullis

Board of Directors:  
Linda Cox, Nancy Vella, Gail Nathan, Pat Bischoff, Rusty Wenzel, Betty Harris, Tina Bohannon, Karen Adams, Tracy Turner, Shirley Brodie, Joann Ludwig


Remember that on May 15th will be the Branch elections, and the auxiliary members are able to attend to vote for the Home Board and Home Board Chairman.  We can have up to 4 Auxiliary members on the board and one Trustee from the Auxiliary, so your votes count than also.


Unit 269 is having a 10th Year Birthday at Carrabba’s @ 7:00pm on the 13th of June—All are welcome. Pay as you go.


Next meeting will be on May 13@ 6: 30m for the Board of Directors following with the General Assembly @ 6:30pm. Reminder you must have your dues up-to date in order to be able to vote.
My heartfelt sympathies, to those who lost of loved one. To those who are sick or recovering from an illness, I wish you a speedy recovery. If you are celebrating a Birthday or Anniversary I wish you many happy returns.






I remain yours in L/P/S,






Pat 
UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS 

Alice Cronin 40yrs

Sandra Rader 8yrs

Diane Graves 1yr

Dianne Woodward 27yrs
Kiyoko Muessig 8yrs
Robin Scott 1yr

Dottie Coggins 26yrs
Naomi Fortner 8yrs

Doris Stuhr 1yr

Glennyce Deroeck 9yrs
Kathleen Bourgeois 5yrs

Joy Beemer 8yrs

Jaimie Coffey 4yrs
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LET’S GO GREEN

NEWSLETTER IS NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.fra269.org

Help save on printing and postage, you can retrieve the newsletter from the website. Previous months’ copies are there as well. 

Anyone and everyone who would like to just go to www.fra269.org and read the newsletter PLEASE contact S/M Darlene Hines at 824-2589, darlene.hines@comcast.net, or leave a note in the Pass Down Log (PDL) at The Home to be removed from the snail mail list. 
YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!


If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA, Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. It’s your choice from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

Charles Morris 5/01

Sandra Jenkins 5/13
Jack Wirick 5/22

Florence Denapoli 5/01
Crystal Koch 5/13

Joe Travis 5/22

Timothy Reifer 5/01

Denise Coffey 5/13

Mary Lopez 5/22

Timothy Hibbs 5/01

Walter Job 5/14

Benjiman Harman 5/22

Ryan King 5/01

Bryan Wright 5/14

Daryl Thomas 5/22

Wilma March 5/02

Chris Boggs 5/14

D. B. Lane 5/23

Hilton Steen 5/02

Moon Mullins 5/15

Sbei Mitsuko 5/23

Yvonne Wallace 5/02
Morgan Monnig 5/15
David Keeler 5/24

Richard Plante 5/02

Boyd Patterson 5/16
James Moseley 5/24

Robert McCollem 5/03
Glen Houck 5/16

Charles Wright 5/24

Dottie Coggins 5/04

JoAnn Ludwig 5/16

James Bradsberry 5/24

John Meiers 5/04

Leona Lookabill 5/16
George Barton 5/25

Bill Ansel 5/04

Linda Villa 5/16

Rea Ottinger 5/25

Meredith Sapp 5/04

Peter Barnes 5/16

Katherine Sparger 5/25

Kenneth Breazeale 5/05
Kevin Kelly 5/16

Barbara Sullivan 5/25

Michael Sparks 5/05
Guerry Lloyd 5/16

Wayne Richardson 5/26

Tim Zartman 5/05

Patricia Whitely 5/17
Lorenz Rathke 5/26

Robert Jones 5/06

Travis Whitson 5/18

Edward Fretschel 5/26

Baron Thomas 5/06

Norma Gussler 5/18

Duane Livingston 5/26

Charles Riggs 5/07

Wilmer Shirey 5/18

Robert Ladue 5/26

Robert Hulsey 5/07

Kenneth Miller 5/18

Dennis Fuqua 5/27

Morgan Wenzel 5/07
Brian Fox 5/18

Cathy Alderson 5/27

Joseph Larose 5/08

David McCann 5/19

William Ludwig 5/28

Charles Clore 5/08

W. Michael Patterson 5/19
Ronald Kozlowski 5/28

Rocco Losito 5/09

Robert Collins 5/19

Stanley Catoe 5/29

Monico Antonio 5/09
William Weaver 5/20
Earl Kurtz 5/29

Marsha Crosby 5/09
Clyde Wilson 5/20

Jack Collier 5/29

Charlotte Johnson 5/10
Thomas Wieda 5/20

Laurie Bailey 5/29

John Opocensky 5/11
William Sullivan 5/20
Richard  Davies 5/30

Howard Miles 5/11

Jon Sutton 5/20

Robert Markle 5/30

Charles Smith 5/11

Jaimie Coffey 5/20

Donna Lloyd 5/30

Corliss Davis 5/11

Lynda Monnig 5/21

Tom Lufkin 5/30

Howard Luper 5/12

Rick Vela 5/21

Jerry Walton 5/30

David Dux 5/12

Keith Suiter 5/22

Elizabeth Worthy 5/31

Rosalie Lawrence 5/13
William Curley 5/22

Tom Wunder 5/13

Ralph Mummey 5/22
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MAY 2008
NOTE – UNIT’s MEETING MOVED TO 2nd TUESDAY THIS MONTH ONLY
	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SAT

	
	
	
	
	1
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	2
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke
	3
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 -Poweroke

	4
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	5
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	6
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130 -  Merry Widows’ Luncheon moved to 

May 15th
	7
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

Vietnam Vets Meeting
	8
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1900- Sub Vets Meeting

	9
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	 10
0900 - Field Day

1200 – Home Committee Meeting

Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 - Croon

-A-Tune

	11
MOTHER’s

 DAY

BRUNCH

1100-

1430hrs

FREE

POOL

ALL DAY

	12
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	13
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130- Unit Luncheon @ Publanos
6:30 – UNIT BOD

7:00 – UNIT

General Assembly
	14
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	15
1030 - Merry Widows, see article within

Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1800– BRANCH BOD

1900- BRANCH

General Assembly
	16
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 
	17
1300hrs Annual Picnic @ Short Stay 

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 

	18
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	19
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	20
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	21
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	22
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	23
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune

	24
0900- Adopt-A-Highway 

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune 

	25
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	26
Memorial Day
0800 – Flags

1000- Services

1200- Indoor Picnic

	27
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	28
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	29
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	30
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke

	31
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke
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FRA, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONVENTION

August 27-31, 2008


Yep, we are. Branch and Unit 269 will be hosting the Southeast Regional Convention in 2008. Once again Shipmates and Unit members are being asked to help any way you can. 


Your time: be a host in the hospitality room.  


Your donation: that bottle of liquor or wine that’s been sitting around. We can use it either in the hospitality room or in a cooler of cheer to be raffled. Brown bag it, and leave it at The Home. 


Your salesmanship: journal ad forms are on the bulletin board. Help sell an ad! It helps fund the convention!


Contact S/M Darlene Hines 824-2589 or Lady Pat Suckow 764-0145 
BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!! This is your anniversary month.

HAVE YOU RENEWED???   PLEASE DO, IF YOU HAVE NOT!!

Thomas Young 50yrs
Paul Bradstreet 9yrs
Jon Reno 3yrs

Samuel Hewitt 45yrs
Leonard Carvell 9yrs
Deborah Gruber 2yrs

Edward Potts 42yrs

Kevin Crawford 9yrs
George Gruber 2yrs

Roy Massey 37yrs

David Greeno 9yrs

Ronald Willis 2yrs

James Lawrence 36yrs
Peter Barnes 9yrs

Chris Graff 2yrs

William Bevis 35yrs

Lonnie Kenney 9yrs

Vernon Harr 2yrs

Pete Pearson 33yrs

David Cox 9yrs

Richard Bernard 2yrs

Gerald Starr 32yrs

J. R. Reynolds 9yrs

Tommie Burkins 2yrs

Thomas Scott 23yrs

Richard Mabe 9yrs

Keith Correia 2yrs

Boyd Patterson 23yrs
George Zinser 9yrs

Brian Cecil 2yrs

James Stover 22yrs

Raleigh Gilkinson 8yrs
Cheryl Christopher 2yrs

Merle Melling 18yrs

Paul Langan 8yrs

Michael Sparks 2yrs

Jon Sutton 16yrs

Gerald Pothier 8yrs

Norma Walker 2yrs

Roland Kring 16yrs

M. Keith Laster 8yrs

David Stevens 2yrs

Joseph Brace 16yrs

Jerry Espiritu 8yrs

George Spillers 2yrs

Santos Riduca 13yrs
Rea Ottinger 8yrs

Luther Ussery 1yr

Darlene Hines 12 yrs
W. Michael Patterson 8yrs
Michael Sadler 1yr

Johnny Pearce 12yrs
Carl Moulden 7yrs

Debra King 1yr

Jones Kersey 12yrs

Richard Washington 7yrs
John Brown 1yr

Cynthia Hannah 12yrs
Ronald Baker 7yrs

Donald Coy 1yr

Norman Wicke 11yrs
Manuel Cabrera 7yrs
Bruce Barclay 1yr

Kirk Owen 10yrs

Charles Baylor 5yrs

Lewis Allison 1yr

Gary Hinks 9yrs

Kenneth Hutchison 5yrs
Theodore Varney 1yr

Frank Rosenstine 9yrs
Gary Mitchell 4yrs

Jeffrey Parrish 1yr

Timothy Reed 9yrs

John McKevitt 3yrs

Tim Stevenson 1yr

Oscar Hans 9yrs

Wayne Richardson 3yrs
Reed Wilson 1yr

Sydney Nunez 9yrs

Thomas Jones 3yrs

Adopt-A-Highway Schedule


Muster at the Home by 0900 hours and let’s do what we said we would. Pick-up trash along NAD Road. 


Adopt-A-Highway pick-up schedule for 2008:



May 24 – yes this was changed due to picnic


October 11  



December  6 
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Mothers Day Breakfast Brunch Buffet

May 11th from 1100 – 1430hrs. There will be a flower for the Moms. $5.00 per person. Luncheon items will be added at noon. 
**IMPORTANT INFORMATION**

SHORT STAY 2008 – PICNIC ONLY 

MAY 17th
There will be NO fish fry Friday night. So bring extra food for yourself. The annual picnic will kick off at 1300 hours on Saturday. The clubhouse will be ours both Friday and Saturday. Cards games, dice games, etc. and most likely singing as well. 

S/M Larry Cox has stepped forward again to chair the event. Let him know where YOU can help. 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

darlene.hines@comcast.net
BOD Motion – S/M Starland, seconded by S/M Cattell made motion to allocate $200.00 in support of Carolina Fusion youth thirteen and under baseball team. Voice vote, carried, 1 nay.

Motion – S/M Nathan, seconded by S/M Cattell made motion to accept proposed SER bylaw as written. Voice vote, carried. 

Motion – S/M Horton, seconded S/m L. Bailey made motion to read proposed Home bylaw changes on a proceed basis. Proposed changes were approved as written. 

Motion – S/M Nathan, seconded by S/M J. Sutton made motion to purchase a perpetual plaque for Past Branch Presidents not to exceed $250.00. Voice vote, carried, 1 nay.

WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME

Names drawn lately: 4/1 – Robert Stodola, not signed; 4/8 – Larry Sanders, not signed; 4/16 – Melanie Branham, not signed; and 4/23 – Robert Posey, not signed.

 
You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours.
Tuesday Night Men’s Bowling League


S/M John Janney is forming a summer and winter men’s bowling league that will bowl at Marrington Lanes. A summer league (provided there’s enough interest) will start May 20th with an organizational meeting at 1800hrs at Marrington. Also a winter league that will start the first week of September is being formed. League fees will be between $10.00-$12.00. Call S/M John (h) 553-2564 or (c) 367-5666. Give him your team line-up. 
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BRANCH OFFICER NOMINEES

Second round of nominations & vote May 15th

President – Larry Starland

Vice President – Fred Bolz, Larry Cox

Secretary – Darlene Hines

Treasurer – Laurie Bailey
Board of Directors – John Janney, Larry Starland, Rich Horton, John Tharp, Larry Pepper, Fred Bolz, Dave Rein, Bobbi Sutton, Waylon Sexton, Al Addington, Jon Sutton


If you are nominated but unable to attend “a letter of intent” must be on filed with the Branch secretary. 

UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions

Friday nights, 1900hrs – Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament

Saturday nights, 2000hrs – In-House 8-ball Tournament

May 11th – Mother’s Day Brunch 1100-1430hrs

May 17th – Short Stay Annual Picnic

May 26th – Indoor Picnic
Jun 6th – Installation of Officers
Jun 14th – Golf Tournament

Jun 15th – Field Day & Home Committee

Subject to change and additions. 

HOME FINANCIAL REPORT

29 February 2008

NET PROFIT

  $2837.80
BUILDING FUND

$32,616.45
Merry Widows Support Group

Merry Widows Support Group will be going to St. Stephens for our May lunch.


Please meet in the parking lot of the FRA Home on Thursday May 15th 10:30 A.M. to car pool to St. Stephens. We’re going to the St. Stephens Historical Society Café.


Leave Goose Creek on North Hwy.52 until traffic light in St. Stephen, turn left on Hwy 45, go one block, turn left and Cafe is first building on left.


The interior of the cafe is interesting with old time "stuff". Some small items for sale.  All the food is home made, including a variety of deserts by volunteers who donate their time and tips.  Dinner is served on china, with real "silverware" and stem glass ware.  Price is $6.00.



There are two other sites we may want to visit. Remember we go on Thursday the 15th. Please call Betty Harris at 552-1416  or C# 412-6753 or Shirley Brodie at 553-5040
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