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BRANCH PRESIDENT'S CORNER

A few of us just got back from the SER Mid-Year held in
Jacksonville Florida, and | am delighted to announce that our essay
contest first place Branch 269 winners received a second and third
place award at regional. Names of the winners will be announced at a
later date. Bravo Zulu to both of them. The next regional event will be
the 64™ FRA, and 62" LAFRA Conventions held in Macon Georgia,
August 13 through 16 August 2009. It has been suggested that Branch
269 hold the 2011 conventions. More on that later.

Just a short reminder that elections are just around the corner,
first nominating round be next month with elections in May. Get your
campaign speeches ready. It should be an exciting election. The
Branch as always will be electing a President, Vice President,
Treasurer, secretary, and BOD members. The Home will be electing,
Chairman, Vice chairmen, Financial Secretary, Administrative
Secretary, Buildings & Grounds Director, Special Events Director,
Membership & Security Director, plus four other committee members.

| just returned from the Naval JROTC Annual Military
Inspection. The Branch and Unit were both recognized for the
monetary contribution we gave the organization. It was a very nice
program to observe, a bit cool. As the unit passed in review, you could
tell it was a Naval JROTC. Brought back old memories, (well not that
old). This is a good program and | am glad we support it.

Naval History for March; 03/01/1942, U-656 becomes the first
German submarine of WWII to be sunk by Naval air (VP-82).
03/03/1871, Navy Medical Corps established. 03/07/1994, Navy issues
first orders to assign women aboard combat ships, USS Eisenhower.
03/15/1947, Ensign John W. Lee becomes first African American
Officer commissioned in regular Navy. 03/19/2003, U.S. begins
Operation Iraqi Freedom by launching cruise missiles from Navy ships
in the red Sea and Persian Gulf. 03/27/1794, Congress authorizes
construction of 6 frigates, including Constitution. 03/31/1992, USS
Missouri  (BB-63), the Ilast active American Battleship is
decommissioned.

And what is a news letter without mentioning membership.
May is the last month in the recruiting year. We need about 25 new or
reinstated members to reach our 100% goal. If .5% of our members
recruited just one new member we would exceed our goal.

Don't forget the Friday and Saturday night pool tourneys, pizza
night and everything else happening at the Fleet. See Ya there. DI-
DA-DI-DA-DIT.

In Loyalty, Protection, and Service,
Larry M. Starland



AMERICANISM/PATRIOTISM REPORT

Essay Winners
FIRST PLACE
Jessalyn L. Red, 12", Stratford High
Andrea Skinner, 11", Stratford High
Trinh Chu, 10", Fort Dorchester High
Ahmed Ali, 9", Hanahan High
Molly E. Wilson, 8", Home Schooled
Sabrina Warner, 7", Gregg Middle
SECOND PLACE
James Thompson, 12" Summerville High
Ryan Geary, 11", Stratford High
Maisa Amireh, 9", Hanahan High
Casey Roy, 8", Macedonia Middle
Kyla Burridge, 7", Alston Middle
THIRD PLACE
Elizabeth Wilson, 12", Georgetown High
Rachel Dangerfield, 11", Stratford High
Nicholas Zerbst, 9", Hanahan High
Audry Vanderpool, 8", Alston Middle
Alyssa Martin, 7", Gregg Middle

BRANCH'S OVERALL ESSAY WINNER

Trinh Chu, 10" Grade, Fort Dorchester High

Theme “What The United States Flag Stands For”

The American flag, with its red, white, and blue represents
opportunity to me. As an immigrant to the United States, the American flag
represents the end of a hard fought journey and the beginning of another.
The flag of America stands for the equality of each and every person who
inhabits this land, the freedom to what we so chose, and the pursuit of
happiness for ourselves and for our family.

I consider myself fortunate to have the opportunity to obtain an
education, to have the rights to defend myself, and to become the person |
choose to be. | am here in the land of opportunity to make the best out of
my situation and to strive for happiness. To me the American flag stands for
my opportunity to become a doctor. A dream that might not even be
considered if my parents had not decided to immigrate to America. | am not
only grateful, but humbled by the opportunity to succeed. | would never be
able let go of this amazing opportunity because to do so would be like
turning my back on the American Flag. The American flag gave me the
scarce opportunity that is not available for millions of people all around the
world.

The combination of red, white, and blue to make up the American
flag stands for the ability of make dreams come true. It stands for the
opportunity to do great things and find the happiness we all search so
vigorously for. The flag represents a once in a lifetime opportunity for
everyone, rich or poor, of any ethnicity, to become the person we choose to
be. This is our opportunity to choose our destiny and the color we wish to
paint our future with. To me, the American flag will always mean
opportunity, the opportunity to choose, to decide, or to change my destiny.
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MADAM PREZ'S TIDBIT

How are you enjoying our bout of cold weather?? Snug by
the fire | hope. Read a little clip that | found that should spark a little
interest.

The bare bones of an association:
Which bone are you??
THE WISH BONE---

The member who always wishes someone else would do
the job??
THE JAW BONE---

The member who talks a lot, and does nothing but
criticize???
THE KNUCKLE BONE---

The member who is forever knocking the efforts of others??
THE BACK BONE---

Those old faithful members who are never too busy to
undertake a job and complete it; and are ready to serve and support
their association??

| hope that you are all “back boners” and will come out and
join us at the next meeting. We have several events coming up; you
can find the details elsewhere in the newsletter.

The Ladies’ luncheon is going to be at Smokey Bones on
March 17" at 11:30. Please make an effort to join us there.

Happy birthday if it is your turn to have one, please get well
soon if you are ailing. My sincere condolences to you on the loss of
your loved one.

Yours in Loyalty, Protection and Service, Rusty

UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Patricia Wlazlinski 40yrs Dorothy Cotton 8yrs Carol Eustace 2yrs
Wilma March 31yrs Kimberly Malmgren 6yrs Tracy Dixon 2yrs
Dorothy Ruotolo 15yrs Shirley Brodie 6yrs Patricia Bischoff 2yrs
Shelia Schafer 13yrs Katherine Sparger 5yrs Nancy Vella 2yrs
Carroll Sandefer 11yrs Deborah Rullman 5yrs Joyce Rogers 2yrs
Carol Moore 10yrs Deborah Delaney 4yrs Nancy Garrison 1yr
Alice Morrison 10yrs Margaret Jones 3yrs Linda Wimmer 1yr
Barbara Hayes 8yrs Lora Ricker 3yrs Peter Hunter 1yr
Lori Ryan 8yrs Ellen Lightfoot 3yrs
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YOU SAY IT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY!

If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA,
Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. It's

your choice from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a
weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

Dennis Keane 3/01
John Potter 3/01
William Ambler 3/01
Kenneth Sterling 3/01
Kelley Houglan 3/01
Carol Mummey 3/02
Roger Adams 3/02
Duane Clark 3/02
Robert Blihar 3/03
Deborah Delaney 3/03
Richard Mabe 3/03
Leo Natt 3/03

Ellen Lightfoot 3/04
William Rowlands 3/04
Darlene Hines 3/04
Doug Deatherage 3/04
Lisa Friend 3/04
Eugene Lemieux 3/06
Lewis Steed 3/06
Dana Johnson 3/07
Charles Palmer 3/07
Rich Horton 3/08

Jerry Espiritu 3/08
Mae Williams 3/08
Daniel Lindler 3/09
Daniel Muir 3/09
Elizabeth Peterson 3/09
Michael Dellenbach 3/10
Howard Anderson 3/10
Denis Hornbuckle 3/10
William Lansing 3/11

Patricia Bischoff 3/11
Alan Miles 3/11

Stuart Erlandson 3/12
Jimmy Legg 3/12
Robert Wilson 3/12
Michael Berezny 3/12
Larry Bohannon 3/14
Wayne Swiech 3/15
Peggy Polomski 3/16
Kenneth Wallace 3/16
Donald Craddock 3/16
Wayne McDaniel 3/17
Michael Bouissey 3/17
William Kozak 3/17
Larry Sanders 3/17
Patricia Hair 3/17
Margaret Hines 3/18
Phyllis Harring 3/18
Edward Smith 3/18
Frederick Koenig 3/19
Richard Kaminsky 3/19
Jennifer Beilstein 3/19
Harold Norsworthy 3/19
Bob Karth 3/20

R. Scott Benson 3/20
Gerald Yates 3/20
Thomas Davis 3/21
Arturo Rosario 3/21
John Paul Pardo 3/21
Martha Willcutt 3/22
Merle Melling 3/22
Everett Otte 3/22

William Allen 3/22
Wayne Ashley 3/22
Cynthia Clark 3/22
James Griffin 3/22
Roger Thomas 3/23
Robert Deschaine 3/23
Sandra Albers 3/23
Barbara Moyer 3/24
Martin Sessler 3/24
Isla Janney 3/24

Marguerite Descoteaux 3/25

Barbara Timmons 3/25
Patricia Day 3/25
Thomas Seymour 3/26
Manuel Cabrera 3/26
Gerald Monnat 3/26
Timothy McNally 3/26
Deborah Gruber 3/26
Eugene Morris 3/27
Thomas Jordan 3/27
Richard Bishop 3/28
William Akin 3/28
Betty Hilliard 3/28
Anita Putman 3/28
Norman Walker 3/29
George Dale 3/30
Timothy Jacobs 3/30
Barbara Bohannan 3/30
Robert Crenshaw 3/31
Toni Pineault 3/31

UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions
Friday nights, 1900hrs — Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament
Saturday nights, 2000hrs — In-House 8-ball Tournament

March 17" — St. Patrick Day lunch & dinner
April 18™ — Country Western Nite
April 26" — Members’ Appreciation Dinner
May 10" — Mother's Day
June 21% — Father's Day

Subject to change and additions.

MARCH 2009

Note: Galley closes at 2200hrs Friday & Saturday

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch
FREE served 1100-1300 served 1100-1300 1100-1300 Galley is open
POOL 1100-1300 1100-1300 1700-2200
ALL DAY WINGS Galley is open Galley is open
Galley is NIGHT Pizza Night 1700-2100 1700-2200 2000 —
open 1700-2100hrs Poweroke
1700-2100 Galley is 2000 —
open 1700- Poweroke
2100
1800 -
Vietnam
Vets
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch 0900 - Golf
FREE served 1100-1300 served 1100-1300 1100-1300 Tournament
POOL 1100-1300 1100-1300
ALL DAY WINGS Galley is open Galley is open Galley is open
Galley is NIGHT Pizza Night 1700-2100 1700-2200 1700-2200
open 1700-2100hrs
1700-2100 Galley is 1900- Sub Vets 2000 — Juke 2000 — The
open 1700- Meeting Box Night Salty Dogs
2100
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
0900 - Field Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch
Day served 1100-1300 served 1100-1300 1100-1300 Galley is open
1100-1300 1100-1300 1700-2200
1200 — 1130- Unit Galley is open Galley is open
Home Galley is Luncheon @ Pizza Night 1700-2100 1700-2200 2000 —
Committee open Smokey Bones Poweroke
Meeting 1700-2100 on Rivers Galley is 1800- BRANCH 2000 —
open 1700- BOD Poweroke
WINGS 2100 1900- BRANCH
FREE NIGHT General
POOL 1700-2100hrs Assembly
ALL DAY
6:30 — UNIT
BOD
7:00 — UNIT
General
Assembly
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Lunch is served Lunch is Lunch is served Lunch
FREE Lunch is 1100-1300 served 1100-1300 1100-1300 Galley is open
POOL served 1100-1300 1700-2200
ALL DAY 1100-1300 Merry Widows’ Galley is open Galley is open
luncheon, see Pizza Night 1700-2100 1700-2200 2000-JB &
Galley is detail within Harmony
open Galley is 2000 — Juke
1700-2100 WINGS open 1700- Box Night
NIGHT 2100
1700-2100hrs
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Dpot symppiathy s cotenaled to e flomely 5

Harold Moon, USN-Ret

Glen “Curly” Houck, USN-Ret
William Heckmann, USN-Ret

Jimmie Allen, USN-Ret
Wt trarefbrred tie tho

BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!! This is your anniversary month.
HAVE YOU RENEWED??? PLEASE DO, JF YOU HAVE NOT!!

John Romagnano 50yrs
Charles Riggs 41yrs
Bill Gussler 39yrs
Frank Potts 34 yrs
Joseph Ondo 34 yrs
Robert Koscianski 31yrs
James Kennedy 31yrs
Tommy Garrett 30 yrs
Kenneth Miller 24yrs
Frank Jones 23yrs
Bruce Garrabrant 23yrs
John Aguilera 21yrs
Charles Ivey 20 yrs
Williard Clark 20yrs
Francis Young 20 yrs
Kathryn French 17yrs
Brian Botzenhart 15yrs
Robert Hughes 15yrs
James Lewis 14yrs
Michael Bolig 12yrs
Dale Schumann 11yrs
Mark Heck 11yrs
William Farmer 11yrs
Richard Davies 11yrs
Charles Everman 11yrs
Charles Moss 11yrs
Merv Wiands 11yrs
Doug Cattell 11yrs
Denis Hornbuckle 11yrs
Frank Davis 11yrs
Arthur Brown 11yrs
Laurie Bailey 11yrs
Allen Wells 11yrs
Robert Moore 10yrs
Larry Pepper 10yrs

Ed Keohane 10yrs
Roger Thomas 10yrs
Thomas Lawson 9yrs
Richard Duprey 9yrs
William Pitts 9yrs

David Johnson 9yrs
Carl Chinn 9yrs

Gary Gardner 8yrs
Talmage Hughston 8yrs
Dan Gay 8yrs

Larry Morris 8yrs

Chris Ludwig 8yrs
Michael Welch 8yrs
Martin Sessler 7yrs
Paul Mash 7yrs

Alan Laberge 6yrs

Mel Wright 6yrs
Charles Day 6yrs
Samuel Schaffer 5yrs
Wayne Ashley 5yrs
John Boden 5yrs
James Hathaway 5yrs
Greg Peralta 5yrs
Rickie Robinson, Jr 4yrs
Kelley Haselden 4yrs
Rodney Musselman 4yrs
Todd Rademacher 4yrs
Donald Detwiler 4yrs
Robert Harris 4yrs
John Tharp 4yrs

Tracy Haselden 4yrs
Paul McHugh 3yrs
Bryan Wright 3yrs
Michelle Monahan 3yrs
Santo Urena 3yrs

Lawrence Marsh 3yrs
David Monahan 3yrr
Bryant Armstead 3yrs
Gary Shute 2yrs
Edward Simokat 2yrs
Ronald Kozlowski 2yrs
Stephen Black 2yrs
Donald Wolfe 2yrs
Kenneth Sterling 2yrs
Jerry Long 2yrs

Roy Morrow 2yrs
Wayne McDaniel 2yrs
Robert Krause 2yrs
Charles Auxter 2yrs
Ben Woellert 2yrs
Dennis Lanier 2yrs
Carroll Johnson 2yrs
John Phillips 2yrs
Daniel Coy 2yrs

Carlo Stevens 2yrs
William Jennings 2yrs
Sarah Lucas 2yrs
Richard Alfano 2yrs
Ken Baumgardner 1yr
Scott Chafin 1yr
Arthur Raymond 1yr
Mark Garrison 1yr
Katherine Crain 1yr
John Sabo 1yr
Corliss Davis 1yr
Jerome White 1yr
Pete Martellini 1yr
Lawrence McMicking 1yr

BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS' PEW
Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor
health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our
Shipmates or Auxiliary members please contact Branch Chaplain
Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Pat Bischoff 764-
0927.

FROM THE SECRETARY’'S DESK
darlene.hines@comcast.net

BOD Motion - S/M B. Sutton, seconded by S/M Bolz made motion
to allocate $100.00 for wreath for Hobson Memorial Services. Voice
vote, carried.
BOD Motion - S/M Bolz, seconded by S/M Tharp made motion to
allocate $75.00 for the Sedgefield Intermediate School Spring Fling
Reading Program. Voice vote, carried.
Motion - S/M Sparks seconded by S/M Bolz made motion that the
Branch allocates $800.00 seed money for the annual Short Stay
weekend. Voice vote, carried.
Motion - S/M Tharp, seconded by S/M L. Bailey made motion that
the Branch allocates $300.00 to sponsor a Goose Creek Rec.
baseball team. Voice vote, carried.
Motion - S/M Addington seconded by S/M Bolz made motion that
the Branch allocates up to $400.00 for four mics and amplifier for
wireless PA system. Voice vote, carried.

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members 14
Transferred into Low Country Branch 269 3
Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander 4
Suspended members 16
Members past due 23
Transferred from Branch 269 0

TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 31JANO9 980

WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members
Heather Ivey Joseph McManigal
Weldon Jones Winfield Meadows

Stephen Bolz
Frederick Bourne

Llewellyn Brennen Richard Kaminsky J. D. Porter
Peter Cosgrove James Kennedy William Teague
Willie Hampton John Marrinan Lloyd Wiggins

Timothy Hibbs Benjamin McDonald



CHANGE TO CODE OF CONDUCT
The words “Guests will not be allowed to make cash
purchases in the Home” can be removed from #4 of the FRA, Low
Country Home Code of Conduct due to the fact that the South
Carolina Department of Revenue, states that there is no prohibition
against cash purchases by guests.
Vote to remove words will take place March 19"
WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME
Names drawn lately: 1/27 — David Tubbs, not signed; 2/3 — Judy
Highburger, not signed; 2/10 — Bruce York, not signed; 2/17 — Donald
Sponic, not signed; 2/24 - Jim Williams, not signed.
You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and
you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of
the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours.

DAILY DRAWING
You could be the winner, IF you have a key card. Starting
March 16" there will be a daily drawing at the Home. You will log in
with your name and key card number. It's the five digits on the key
card. Detall at the Home.

ANNUAL PICNIC SHORT STAY - 2009

There are one 2 Bedroom and four 3 Bedroom units left as of
0830, 24 Feb. The units are blocked in the name of SINGLETARY. The
phone numbers are 761-8353 or 1-800-447-2178 for reservations.
The menu for the weekend is:
Friday: 1800 — 1930: Fish, Hush Puppies, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans
Saturday: 1200 — 1330: Hamburger, Hot Dogs, Potato Salad, Chips
Saturday: 1800 — 1930: Pork Bar-B-Que, Rice, Hash, Cole Slaw, Baked
Beans

Your favorite side dishes and desserts are welcome for any of
the above meals.

Wrist bands will be given free for members and immediate family.
Guests will be $5.00. Membership will be checked using the latest roster
received. There will be a White Elephant sale.
All donations for the sale is welcome.
ALL VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THIS ENDEAVOR WILL BE
WELCOMED.

BRANCH TREASURER'S REPORT

Checking $10,108.84
Savings $4,484.35
Total $14,593.19

HOME FINANCIAL REPORT
DECEMBER ‘08
NET PROFIT $4,362.06
BUILDING FUND $19,845.70
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FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME, Inc.

99 Wisteria Road

(843) 569-2692
Home Chairman — John Janney
Laurie Bailey — Vice Chairman Darlene Hines — Financial Sec.
Bobbi Sutton — Admin Sec. Larry Starland — Bldg. & Grounds
Linda Cox — Special Events Rusty Wenzel — Security & Mbr.
Al Addington — Director Pat Bischoff — Director
John Tharp — Director Perry Friend - Director
Trustees: Ed Keohane — Jon Sutton — Larry Pepper
Home Manager — Nancy Bullis
Hours of Operations
Mon-Sat 1000-2400 * Sun 1000-2000
Happy Hour — 1600-1900 Mon-Fri

FROM THE HOME COMMITTEE

March’'s Home Committee and field day will be on Sunday
March 15" due to the golf tournament.

We are installing a BUZZTIME TRIVIA game on the TV's in the
Home in the near future. This will be able to play on any of the TV's in
bar area. More information will become available as we get it. Corn
beef and cabbage will be served on St. Patrick’s Day, 17 March at
$6.00 a serving. The annual Western Night will be the 18 April.
Information on the Annual Picnic at Short Stay is else where in this
bulletin. The Four + 1 have been signed on for New Years Eve, with
more information to be made available later in the year. The two TV’s
that was replaced by the 42” Flat Panels have been sold for $150.00
each. The rest of the 27" TV’s will be up for sale as we replace them
with Flat Panels. There will be a “MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER”
on 26 April at 1600. We will commence a daily door prize drawing on
16 March. This drawing will be using your keycard number. This is
being done in the hopes of increasing our customer volume and get
members to purchase keycards. The drawing for each day will be the
following morning 0900-1000, by at least 2 people. In order to qualify
you must make a deposit and sign your name and keycard number in
the book provided daily. Detail at the Home. This will be located in the
vicinity of the large TV and the binnacle list. We are purging the
keycard reader, and in the process some active keycards have been
deactivated. If this has happened to you, please see me or S/M
Darlene Hines and we will verify your Keycard number and reactivate it.
If neither one of are present, please leave the keycard and we will
reactivate it and your card will be waiting for you. At the present time
some people have had trouble with the ATM. We are installing a
separate phone line for the ATM in hopes of alleviating this problem. At
the present time if the phone is in use when you try to use the ATM,
your transaction will not go through. Yours in L/P/S, John Janney
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ST. PATRICK LUNCH & DINNER - March 17"
The Home will be serving corn beef and cabbage, at the
price of $6.00 for lunch and dinner until it's gone.
So put on your green & remember everyone is Irish on St
Patty’s Day.

MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION DINNER
April 26™ 1600hrs (4pm)

Members for invited to attend an appreciation dinner. The
main course will be waiting for you. Members are asked to bring
their favorite side dish or a dessert.

Come out and enjoy.

Merry Widows Support Group

We had 21 ladies at our February luncheon, Thanks to
everyone who attended.

No meeting on the 2 Tuesday. We plan to go the Old St.
Andrews Episcopal Church tea room for lunch on Tuesday March
24™. Located at 2604 Ashley River Rd.

We will carpool from the FRA, Home at 10:30am. Bring a

friend.
Yours in Loyalty, Protection, & Service,
Betty Harris - 552-1416 or C# 412-6753

THURSDAY AFTERNOON GOLF LEAGUE

Jerry Young here. | run the FRA Thursday Afternoon Golf
League (9 Holes) at Redbank Plantation. | plan to start league play
on March 26th; could you pass my Name, Telephone Number; 218-
6981, and email address; jerry.d.young.ctr@navy.mil along in your
monthly newsletter to see if anybody is interested in forming a two
person team and playing this year.




