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BRANCH PRESIDENT’S CORNER


Shipmate Americanism & Patriotism Chairman, Larry Cox, presented over $2000.00 to our essay contest winners at our February meeting. The committee had over 200 entries this year, a significant increase over previous years. Bravo Zulu to Shipmate Larry Cox, Lady Linda Cox and all of the Shipmates and Unit Members who assisted them with the distribution of materials to the schools and grading of the essays. 

The Branch 269 Spring Golf Tournament is March 8th at the Redbank Golf Club. Tee time is 0900. We’ll have the awards and a prime rib dinner at The Home, following the tournament. 


The Branch 269 10th Birthday Bash is Friday, March 28th. We’ll be in the banquet hall at The Home. There will a narrative and slide presentation on the history of Branch 269. There will be complimentary heavy hors devours, music by Shipmate Jack Bullis, and a commemorative lapel pin for the first 150 FRA members. Dinner may be purchased from the galley. 


The month of March is the end of the FRA Membership year. At the end of each March, our membership numbers are compared to the previous year’s March figures. We’re on track for another 100% Membership Award, but we’re a wee bit short of 1100 members. Have you recruited your new member for this year? If not, just ask! Most sea service members would love to join the best sea service organization on the planet. Just ask them!


An early reminder for this year’s elections! Initial nominations are taken at our April meeting, followed by a second round of nominations and election at our May meeting. Do you want to get more involved in your FRA Branch? Just ask someone to nominate you. If you want to influence your Branch and/or Home, get involved! 

INVOLVEMENT = INFLUENCE

In Loyalty, Protection & Service 



Chuck
BRANCH TREASURER’S REPORT

Checking 
$9,497.28
Savings
 
$4,446.63
Total 

$13,943.91
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Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of

Harold R. Hajnal, MNCS, USN-Ret
Myron “John” Law, CPO. USN-Ret
who transferred to the
Staff of the Supreme Commander

BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS’ PEW

Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our Shipmates or Auxiliary members please contact Branch Chaplain Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Nancy Bullis @ 278-2736.
FRA, Branch 269’s 10th Birthday Bash 

· BRANCH HOME – 28 MARCH 2008 – 7 PM

· NARRATIVE AND SLIDESHOW HISTORY OF BRANCH 269

· ENTERTAINMENT BY SHIPMATE JACK BULLIS

· COMPLEMENTARY HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES 

· SOUVENIR FOR THE FIRST BRANCH 150 ATTENDEES

· RAFFLES

· DINNER AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE FROM THE GALLEY

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members



    6
Transferred into Low Country Branch 269             
   
    1
Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander

  14
Suspended members




  10
Members past due




  18
Transferred from Branch 269



    0  

TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 31JAN08    1023
WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members

Richard Baker

Donald Garrand

Ronnie Minton


Evan Barnard

Ryan C. King

John Muse

Michael Bullard

Fred Knight

Danielle Poole

Jack Bullis

Kristopher Knudsen

Robert Williams

Val Daschle

Edward McLaughlin

Frederick Woodley
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MADAM PREZ’s CORNER
Hello Unit Members:


I would like to thank Lady Barbara for conducting the last meeting for me. I was a little under the weather. Not much was discussed at the meeting except the reminder of the helping of our Men and Women’s shelter. We are here to support and help out our community. Most of the men’s shelters are homeless veterans. The women’s shelters are women who are battered and probably leave their homes with just the shirt on their backs. The Unit has decided that each member purchases some items and donates them by Our April 15th meeting. Items needed - sheets, blankets, can goods, tooth brushes and tooth paste, under shirts for the men, socks, slippers, hygiene products 


Please remember the next time you go shopping, put some extra cans of vegetables in your wagon. Drop off items at the home with either my name or any member of broad on it. It might be hard for some members to attend the meeting, so this will be a way of helping out. Better yet attend the April 15th meeting and bring the items yourself.


Speaking of April 15, remember this is nomination month. It is not too early to start thinking of whom you would like to nominate for President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer or maybe you would like to run for office yourself. May is election month; the votes are up to you !!!!!!!.


This is the year of our Southeast Regional Convention-.  We need everyone’s help to make this a very successful convention.  Show your support with donations, help out in the hospitality room, SELL JOUNRNAL ADS, or just ask if there is anything you could do.


My heartfelt sympathies, to those who lost of loved one. To those who are sick or recovering from an illness, I wish you a speedy recovery. If you are celebrating a Birthday or Anniversary I wish you many happy returns.






I remain yours in L/P/S,






Pat 
UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS 

Patricia Wlazlinski 39yrs
Barbara Hayes 7 yrs
Maggie Jones 2yrs

Wilma March 30yrs

Lori Ryan 7 yrs

Patricia Bischoff 1yr

Dorothy Ruotolo 14yrs
Shirley Brodie 5yrs

Nancy Vella 1yr

Shelia Schafer 12yrs
Katherine Sparger 4yrs
Tracy Dixon 1yr

Carroll Sandefer 10yrs
Deborah Rullman 4yrs
Carol Eustace 1yr

Alice Morrison 9yrs

Deborah Delancy 3yrs
Kimberly Martin 1yr

Carol Moore 9yrs

Lora Ricker 2yrs

Joyce Rogers 1yr

Dorothy Cotton 7yrs

Ellen Lightfoot 2yrs
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ESSAY WINNERS

Overall Winner - $500.00 I Bond – Rachel Flynn(8th grade) 

1st Place Winners - $200.00 I Bond – Anthony Salazar(12th grade), Julia Smith(11th grade), Abigail Fitch(10th grade), Adam Williams(9th grade), Alexander Arzon(7th grade)
2nd Place Winners - $100.00 I Bond – Patrick Kiel(12th grade), Heather Tanner(11th grade), Hannah Martin(10th grade), Brandon Chapman(9th grade), Alex Singletary(8th grade), Molly Wilson(7th grade)
3rd Place Winners - $75.00 I Bond – Lauren Feltner(12th grade), Isla Janney(11th grade), Victoria Murray(10th grade), Sean Bell(8th grade), Nate Hill(7th grade)
YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!


If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA, Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. It’s your choice from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

John Potter 3/01

Thomas Lukasik 3/11
Wayne Ashley 3/22

William Ambler 3/01

Melanie Caraviello 3/11
Cynthia Clark 3/22

Kenneth Sterling 3/01
Stuart Erlandson 3/12
James Griffin 3/22

Kelley Houglan 3/01

Jimmy Legg 3/12

Roger Thomas 3/23

Carol Mummey 3/02
Robert Wilson 3/12

Sandra Albers 3/23

Roger Adams 3/02

Michael Lawlis 3/13

John Mueller 3/23

Stanley Singer 3/02

Larry Bohannon 3/14
Barbara Moyer 3/24

Duane Clark 3/02

Wayne Swiech 3/15

Martin Sessler 3/24

Robert Blihar 3/03

Peggy Polomski 3/16        Marguerite Desxoteaux 3/25

Deborah Delaney 3/03
Kenneth Wallace 3/16
Barbara Timmons 3/25

Richard Mabe 3/03

Donald Craddock 3/16
Patricia Day 3/25

Leo Natt 3/03

Donald Tingle 3/17

Thomas Seymour 3/26

Ellen Lightfoot 3/04

Wayne McDaniel 3/17
Manuel Cabrera 3/26

William Rowlands 3/04
Michael Bouissey 3/17
Gerald Monnat 3/26

Darlene Hines 3/04

William Kozak 3/17

Timothy McNally 3/26

Doug Deatherage 3/04
Larry Sanders 3/17

Deborah Gruber 3/26

Lisa King 3/04

Patricia Hair 3/17

Robert Brayman 3/26

Jimmie Allen 3/05

Margaret Hines 3/18
Eugene Morris 3/27

Lewis Steed 3/06

Phyllis Henry 3/18

Thomas Jordan 3/27

John McKevitt 3/06

Edward Smith 3/18

Donald Staples 3/27

Charles Palmer 3/07
Fred Koenig 3/19

Richard Bishop 3/28

Dana Johnson 3/07

Jennifer Beilstein 3/19
William Akin 3/28

Jerry Espirtu 3/08

Harold Norsworthy 3/19
Betty Hilliard 3/28

Rich Horton 3/08

Bob Karth 3/20

Norman Walker 3/29

Elizabeth Peterson 3/09
Gerald Yates 3/20

George Dale 3/30

Daniel Lindler 3/09

Robert Shannon 3/20
Timothy Jacobs 3/30

Howard Anderson 3/10
Thomas Davis 3/21

Barbara Bohannan 3/30

Denis Hornbuckle 3/10
Arturo Rosario 3/21

John Galloway 3/31

Michael Dellenbach 3/10
John Paul Pardo 3/21
Gregory Galloway 3/31

William Lansing 3/11
Martha Willcutt 3/22

Robert Chenshaw 3/31

Patricia Bischoff 3/11
Merle Melling 3/22

Toni Pineault 3/31

Alan Miles 3/11

Everett Otte 3/22
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MARCH 2008
	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SAT

	
	
	
	
	
	Feb 29
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune 
	1
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune


	2
SUPER

BOWL

SUNDAY

FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	3
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	4
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	5
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

Vietnam Vets Meeting
	6
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	 7
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke
	8
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 -Poweroke 

	8
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY

	10
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	 11

Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130 -  Merry Widows’ Luncheon @ FRA Home
	12

Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	13
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1900- Sub Vets Meeting

	14
Lunch 

1100-1300
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune 
	15
0900 - Field Day

1200 – Home Committee Meeting
St. Patrick Dinner 

1800-‘til gone

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon

-A-Tune

	16
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	17
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	18
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130- Unit Luncheon @ Jason’s Deli

6:30 – UNIT BOD

7:00 – UNIT

General Assembly
	19
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	20
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1800– BRANCH BOD

1900- BRANCH

General Assembly

	21
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 
	22
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 

	23/30
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	24/31
Lunch is served

1100-1300


	25
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	26
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	27
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	28
Lunch 

1100-1300
Br. 269 Birthday Bash

Galley is open  

1700-2300

	29
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune 
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BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!! This is your anniversary month.

HAVE YOU RENEWED???   PLEASE DO, IF YOU HAVE NOT!!

John Romagnano 49yrs
Thomas Lawson 8yrs
Bryan Wright 2yrs

Charles Riggs 40yrs
William Pitts 8yrs

Santo Urena 2yrs

Bill Gussler 38yrs

David Johnson 8yrs

Michelle Monahan 2yrs

Joseph Ondo 33yrs

Carl Chinn 8yrs

David Monahan 2yrs

Frank Potts 33yrs

Richard Duprey 8yrs
Adam Emanuel 2yrs
Robert Koscianski 30yrs
Dan Gay 7yrs

Lou Brennen 2yrs

Tommy Garrett 29yrs
Chris Ludwig 7yrs

George Gresens 2yrs

Kenneth Miller 23yrs
Larry Morris 7yrs

Edward Jackson 2yrs

Francis Jones 22yrs

Michael Welch 7yrs

Bryant Armstead 2yrs

Bruce Garrabrant 22yrs
Talmage Hughston 7yrs
James Davis 1yr

John Aguliera 20yrs

Gregg Schneider 7yrs
Kenneth Sterling 1yr

Frank Young 19yrs

Gary Gardner 7yrs

Charles Auxter 1yr

Willard Clark 19yrs

Paul Mash 6yrs

Stephen Black 1yr

Charles Ivey 19yrs

Martin Sessler 6yrs

Jerry Long 1yr

Kathryn French 16yrs
Mel Wright 5yrs

Ron Kozlowski 1yr

Brian Botzenhart 14yrs
Charles Day 5yrs

Arthur Hance 1yr

Robert Hughes 14yrs
Alan Laberge 5yrs

Ben Woellert 1yr

James Lewis 13yrs

Patricia Kane 4yrs

Juan Ortiz 1yr

Michael Bolig 11yrs

Greg Peralta 4yrs

Wayne McDaniel 1yr

Laurie Bailey 10yrs

Samuel Schaffer 4yrs
Williams Jennings 1yr

Charles Moss 10yrs

John Boden 4yrs

Edward Simokat 1yr

Victor Narciso 10yrs

James Hathaway 4yrs
Carlo Stevens 1yr

Richard Davies 10yrs
Sandra Stewart 4yrs
Daniel Coy 1yr

Frank Davis 10yrs

Rae Kautzman 4yrs

Carroll Johnson 1yr

William Farmer 10yrs
Wayne Ashley 4 yrs

Kenneth Lambeth 1yr

Dale Schumann 10yrs
Todd Rademacher 3yrs
Donald Staples 1yr

Art Brown 10yrs

John Tharp 3yrs

Duane Livingston 1yr

Merv Wiands 10yrs

James Doman 3yrs

Donald Wolfe 1yr

Charles Everman 10yrs
Rickie Robinson, Jr 3yrs
Roy Morrow 1yr

Allen Wells 10yrs

Rodney Musselman 3yrs
Dennis Lanier 1yr

Denis Hornbuckle 10yrs
Glenn Yawn 3yrs

Alan Chambers 1yr

Mark Heck 10yrs

Kelley Haselden 3yrs
Richard Alfano 1yr

Doug Cattell 10yrs

Tracy Haselden 3yrs
Robert Krause 1yr

Johnnie Foster 9yrs

Donald Detwiler 3yrs
Sarah Lucas 1yr

Robert Moore 9yrs

Robert Harris 3yrs

John Phillips 1yr

Edward Keohane 9yrs
Walter Gray 3yrs

Gary Shute 1yr

Donald Tingle 9yrs

Scott Bullington 2yrs
Brian Fox 1yr

Larry Pepper 9yrs

Lawrence Marsh 2yrs
Thomas Yingling 1yr

Roger Thomas 9yrs

Paul McHugh 2yrs

David Wright 1yr

HOME FINANCIAL REPORT

31 DECEMBER 2007

NET PROFIT

  $9,007.41
BUILDING FUND

$32,258.50
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**IMPORTANT INFORMATION**

SHORT STAY 2008 – PICNIC ONLY
There will be NO fish fry Friday night. So bring extra food for yourself. The annual picnic will kick off at 1300 hours on Saturday. The clubhouse will be ours both Friday and Saturday. Cards games, dice games, etc. and most likely singing as well. 

S/M Larry Cox has stepped forward again to chair the event. Let him know where YOU can help. 

The dates are set for May 16 & 17, 2008. Villas are blocked in the name of Shannon, as in CMDCM Bob Shannon. The numbers to call are 761-8353 or 1-800-447-2178.

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

darlene.hines@comcast.net
BOD Motion – S/M Bolz seconded by S/M Starland made motion to allocate $100.00 for a wreath for the Hobson Memorial. Voice vote, carried. 

BOD Motion – S/M Bolz seconded by S/M D. Hines made motion to allocate $35.00 for new U.S. Flag for Branch Home. Voice vote, carried. 

Motion – S/M Janney seconded by S/M Chinn made motion to allocate $1500.00 for Branch 269’s 10 year birthday bash. Voice vote, carried. 1 nay.

Motion – S/M Cox seconded by S/M Starland made motion to allocate $800.00 for the annual Branch picnic. Voice vote, carried. 

NEWSLETTER IS NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.fra269.org

Help save on printing and postage, you can retrieve the newsletter from the website. Previous months’ copies are there as well. 

Anyone and everyone who would like to just go to www.fra269.org and read the newsletter PLEASE contact S/M Darlene Hines at 824-2589, darlene.hines@comcast.net, or leave a note in the Pass Down Log (PDL) at The Home to be removed from the snail mail list. 
WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME

Names drawn lately: 1/29 – Pete Pearson, signed, not present; 2/5 – Gary Gander, not signed; 2/12 – Kirk Owen, signed, not present; and 2/19 – Libby Hyland, signed, not present.

 You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours.
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RAFFLE – Goose Creek Fitness Center


For sponsoring sports teams, the Branch and Unit each has received a one year membership to the Goose Creek Fitness Center. To pass these on and make it fair it was decided to raffle them off.


Tickets are available at the Home. $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00. Drawing will be at the Branch’s Birthday Bash on March 29th. 


Your chance to get fit or pass it on as a gift. Good Luck!!!

FRA, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONVENTION

August 27-31, 2008


Yep, we are. Branch and Unit 269 will be hosting the Southeast Regional Convention in 2008. Once again Shipmates and Unit members are being asked to help any way you can. 


Your time: be a host in the hospitality room.  


Your donation: that bottle of liquor or wine that’s been sitting around. We can use it either in the hospitality room or in a cooler of cheer to be raffled. Brown bag it, and leave it at The Home. 


Your salesmanship: journal ad forms are on the bulletin board. Help sell an ad! It helps fund the convention!


Contact S/M Darlene Hines 824-2589 or Lady Pat Suckow 764-0145 

ST. PATRICK DINNER

Saturday, March 15th
The luck of the Irish, March 15th at the Home, dinner will be Corn Beef and Cabbage, at the price of $8.00. Dinner will run from 1800 hours until it is gone. 

So put on your green & remember everyone is Irish on St Patty’s Day. 

WESTERN NIGHT


Friday, April 11th, be prepared!!!! The Sheriff will be making arrests. Be prepared to pay the bail bondsmen. 


Break out the boots and cowboy hats. See ya at the Home, Partner.

UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions

Friday nights, 1900hrs – Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament

Saturday nights, 2000hrs – In-House 8-ball Tournament

Mar 8th – FRA Branch 269 Spring Golf Tournament

Mar 15th – St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

Mar 28th – FRA Branch 269 10th Year Birthday Bash

Apr 11th – Western Night

May 10th – Mother’s Day Dinner

May 26th – Indoor Picnic

Jun 6th – Installation of Officers

Subject to change and additions. 
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FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME, Inc.

99 Wisteria Road

(843) 569-2692

Home Chairman – Dave Rein

Laurie Bailey – Director 

          Nate Nathan – Vice Chairman
Kathy Bourgeois – Director

          Larry Starland – Bldg. & Grounds

Darlene Hines – Financial Sec.                  Bobbi Sutton – Admin Sec.
Lynda Monnig – Special Events
          Rusty Wenzel – Director


Trustees: Larry Pepper – Ed Keohane – Jon Sutton

Home Manager – Elfie Campbell

Hours of Operations

Mon-Sat 1000-2400 * Sun 1000-2000

Happy Hour – 1600-1900 Mon-Fri
FROM THE HOME COMMITTEE


It was certainly good to see our Fearless Leader come in to conduct the meeting last Saturday.  As you may or may not know Dave had serious heart surgery a couple of weeks ago.  We are so pleased that he was able to get out and come to the home.


Did you know that you can attend the Home Committee meetings?  That’s right, any member can attend and voice their concerns.  Maybe you have something to complain about, bring it to the attention of the committee.  Don’t just sit at the bar and talk about it, the bar can’t do anything, We can!  If we don’t know, we can’t fix it.  If you have any concerns and can’t make it to a meeting, then tell a Home Committee Director and they will take it to a meeting.


It was some people that were afraid because it was so dark in the parking lot and the vandalism that had occurred that brought the matter to the committee that resulted in Berkeley Electric installing lights.


The Home Committee was formed to oversee the management of the Home.  We keep track of all inventory, funds, the building and it’s contents and the personnel to run it.  If there are problems, let us know.


At last month’s meeting, we learned how replacing the light bulbs with energy saving fluorescent bulbs.  If you see Larry Starling ask him about the savings.



Make plans to attend the St. Patrick’s Day dinner on the 15th of March and the Branch’s 10 year anniversary on the 28th.  If you would like to offer your help contact Nate Nathan for St. Pat’s or John Janney for the anniversary.

                                            Yours in Loyalty, Protection and Service 




      Rusty Wenzel
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FRA & LAFRA SCHOLARSHIPS

DEADLINE: APPLICATIONS MUST BE 

POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN 15 APRIL

Go to www.fra.org, click on “About FRA” then click on “Scholarships”.


All the information is there and applications can be downloaded. 


There are a number of scholarships available to children and grandchildren of the FRA and LAFRA. Check out the website.


Don’t do computers; first ask your child or grandchild, they most likely do. If not, call 1-800-FRA-1924 to have the information sent to you. 

Merry Widows Support Group

The Merry Widows Support Group will meet on March 11th at 11:30am at the FRA Home.


We will have a guest speaker. Guests are welcome to attend and hear our guest speaker. Also we’ll have a book exchange and door prize.


Congratulations to Barbara Moyer on March 8th she will celebrate her 75th birthday.


Thanks to everyone who participated in baking cookies. Two of our widows delivered the cookies to two fire departments.


Thelma Boone, one of the widows (shut-ins) passed away January 25th. 


I would appreciate more e-mail addresses from our widows. My e-mail is JEWELBETTYH@AOL.COM    




Yours in Loyalty, Protection and Service,




Betty Harris 552-1416 or C # 412-6753

Tuesday Night Men’s Bowling League


S/M John Janney is forming a summer and winter men’s bowling league that will bowl at Marrington Lanes. A summer league (provided there’s enough interest) will start May 20th with an organizational meeting at 1800hrs at Marrington. Also a winter league that will start the first week of September is being formed. League fees will be between $10.00-$12.00. Call S/M John (h) 553-2564 or (c) 367-5666. Give him your team line-up. 
Adopt-A-Highway Schedule


Muster at the Home by 0900 hours and let’s do what we said we would. Pick-up trash along NAD Road. 


Adopt-A-Highway pick-up schedule for 2008:



May 24 – yes this was changed due to picnic


October 11  



December  6 










