FRA, LOW COUNTRY BRANCH 269

http://www.fra269.org

BRANCH OFFICERS

President – Larry Starland          
    Vice-President – Larry Cox
  (day)820-8789(eve)863-8474  

          553-9025           
Treasurer – Laurie Bailey
    Secretary – Darlene Hines




           824-2589
Jr. Past President – Chuck Hines
BRANCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Fred Bolz

Rich Horton

Larry Pepper

Bill Farmer

Mark Hunter

Bobbi Sutton

Perry Friend

Cori Janney

Jon Sutton




John Janney

John Tharp

Chuck Hines

John Lookabill
APPOINTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Chaplain – Bobbi Sutton 875-4010     Historian – Laurie Bailey

Master-at-Arms – Eric Bourgeois
   Legislative Affairs – Fred Bolz
Amer/Pat – Larry Cox

   Ways & Means – Larry Pepper
Membership – John Lookabill    
   Youth Activities – John Tharp
By-Laws & Budget – Chuck Hines
   Audit – John Janney
Public Relations – Mr. P.R. Starland
   WEB Masters – Dana & Charlotte 
VAVS – Doug Cattell


              Johnson
LAFRA UNIT 269

LAFRA269@aol.com

UNIT OFFICERS
President – Rusty Wenzel          Vice-President – Barbara Addington

       797-2337
Treasurer – Linda Cox
       
Secretary – Tina Bohannon

       553-9025


        442-3313
Jr. Past President – Pat Suckow

UNIT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Karen Adams

Nancy Bullis

Wanda Seay
Pat Bischoff

Erin Giannetto

Nancy Vella

Annmarie Bolz

Joann Ludwig
APPOINTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRWOMEN

Chaplain – Nancy Bullis 278-2736
    Youth Activities – TBA
Membership – Barbara Addington 
    Amer/Pat – Linda Cox
Sergeant-at-Arms –  Karen Adams
    Unit Activities –  Gail Nathan
Publicity  –  Tina Bohannon
    VAVS – Erin Giannetto
                        Welfare – Rusty Wenzel
                  Audit – TBA

Merry Widows – Betty Harris
BRANCH PRESIDENT’S CORNER

A chicken in every pot, and a Hy-bred in every garage?  I think that is what my opponent promised you during the election campaign.  I promise to work as hard as I can to keep Branch 269 the number one branch in the Southeast Region. I will need your help.  Increasing Membership and Retaining our Members is still our Number One priority.  We have 993 committee members in good standing to accomplish this goal.  I think we also need to work on increasing our Active Duty membership and involvement.  The Marines may have gone, but the Navy and Coast Guard still have a big community here in the Low Country.  I would like us to begin a relationship with the NJROTC units in the area. Part of the preamble to our constitution states; “Our desire to assist in obtaining the best type of personnel for our Sea Services.”  I can’t think of a better way to accomplish this than working with these fine young students involved in this program. I think it would be beneficial for both organizations. Lastly, I would like to discuss starting a scholarship fund for our member’s children or grandchildren.  These are a few of my thoughts; I am here to serve our membership.  As I keep my usual low profile around the home, please don’t hesitate to share your thoughts with me. Communications with you, (and I was a Radioman for 22 years) is what will make my tenure as your President a successful one. (Dit-Da).


Gas is nearing $4.00 a gallon, so instead of vacationing out of town, book a room at the Inn behind the Home. Visit a site in the Tri-County area during the day then spend an enjoyable evening at the Fleet.  Spend some time with your Shipmates.  We have an indoor picnic July 4th, and don’t forget our Friday and Saturday night pool tournaments. The Regional Convention will be in town soon, and before you know it, the Orioles will win the World Series.





In Loyalty, Protection, and Service,




Larry M. Starland
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Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of 

SKC John Ingram, USN-Ret

 Virginia Losito

Laneta Eleanor Gardner




who transferred to the 
Staff of the Supreme Commander 

BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS’ PEW

Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our Shipmates or Auxiliary members please contact Branch Chaplain Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Nancy Bullis @ 278-2736.
BRANCH TREASURER’S REPORT

Checking 
$9,672.19
Savings
 
$4,461.79
Total 

$14,133.98
FRA, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONVENTION

August 27-31, 2008


MEAL and EVENTS FORMS are attached to the convention newsletter located by Branch’s bulletin board. If you wish to attend BBQ dinner at the Home, or LAFRA Luncheon at the Ramada, or the banquet at the Ramada, or play golf at Redbank, or take a tour of the Hunley, complete the meal and event form. Deadline is July 28th. 

  
Your donation: that bottle of liquor or wine that’s been sitting around. We can use it either in the hospitality room or in a cooler of cheer to be raffled. Brown bag it, and leave it at The Home. 


Your salesmanship: journal ad forms are on the bulletin board. Help sell an ad! It helps fund the convention!


Contact S/M Darlene Hines 824-2589 or Lady Pat Suckow 764-0145.
Adopt-A-Highway Schedule


Muster at the Home by 0900 hours and let’s do what we said we would. Pick-up trash along NAD Road. 


Adopt-A-Highway pick-up schedule for 2008:



October 11  



December  6 
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MADAM PREZ’s CORNER
   We had a very good meeting to start the year.  We draped the Charter for our departed sister, Eleanor Gardner.  The Charter will remain draped in her honor for a month.

   The Regional President South East will be with us at our July meeting.  We will have dessert and coffee after the meeting.  Please plan to attend and bring a dessert if you would like.

   One of the things that all of you members are being charged with is ideas for fund raisers and ideas for better member attendance  One of those is already in place.  If you are interested in a free steak dinner, then just attend the next meeting.  We will have a drawing of those in attendance and the winner will win a free steak dinner courtesy of Erin Giannetto.

   The Ladies Luncheon for July will be at BRECK’S in Summerville.  We are just a group of Ladies that like to have lunch on the third Tuesday of the month at various locations.  We gather, visit, talk and toss ideas around so come on out and enjoy.  Bring your house guest, your sister or mother, all are welcome.  11:30 a.m. on the third Tuesday, mark your calendar.

   Ladies, the Chaplain can not send cards or visit if no one lets her know if you are sick or in the hospital.  Have your loved ones give her a call.  If your are celebrating a special occasion, have fun;  if you are ill, please get well soon;  if there has been a tragedy in your family, please accept my condolences.

  



In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 





Rusty Wenzel

UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS 

Emily Payne 35yrs

Lamarr Gable 5 yrs
Mary Anna Chinners 1yr

Betty Harris 35 yrs

Margaret Henshall 4yrs
Michelle Holmes 1yr

Marie Luttrell 26yrs
Anita Wright 2yrs

Timothy White 1yr

Mabel Steveson 14yrs
Barbara Barge 1yr

Patricia Day 1yr

Ruth Petersen 10yrs
Loyce Lovett 1yr

Bobby Lambert 1yr

Susan Cattell 10yrs
Wayne Wood 1yr

Florence Denapoli 1yr

Annie Bain 8yrs

Charlotte Johnson 1yr
Melanie Caraviello 1yr

Kathleen Langan 8yrs
Donna Friend 1yr

Linda Holmes 1yr
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YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!

If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA, Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. It’s your choice from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

Maggie Jones 7/01
William Hopta 7/15
Carmela Day 7/24
Robert Steele 7/02

William Owens 7/15
Wanda Brown 7/24

Patrick Sullivan 7/02
Vernon Freshour 7/15
Marie Luttrell 7/25

Donald Petersen 7/02
Denna Clifton 7/15
 owland Singletary 7/25

Michael Felton 7/02
Joan Hulsey 7/16

Fayette Thornal 7/25

Waylon Sexton 7/02
Fred Cox 7/16

Richard Barnhart 7/25

Jeffrey Muniz 7/03

Gary Odekirk 7/16

Don Knapp 7/25

Gerald Starr 7/04

Stephen Zack 7/16
James Stover 7/26

Peggy Kandies 7/04
William Scharnitzky 7/17
Ken Baumgardner 7/26

Melvin Marks 7/04

Donald Staton 7/17
Randy Bognar 7/26

Gloria Hill 7/04

Thomas McFarlane 7/17
Mona Lozen 7/26

Tom Shepard 7/04

Gloria Allen 7/18

Gavin Karelitz 7/26

Ray Marshall 7/05

Irvin Easterlin 7/18
Carl Pigott 7/26
Edward O’Connor 7/06
Fenton Miller 7/18

Merlin Brignall 7/27

David Kiger 7/06

Barbara Addington 7/19
Ethel Forgar 7/27

Carey Baxley 7/07

Clinton Booth 7/19
Harold Crawford 7/27

Erin Griesemer 7/07
David Morrin 7/19

Bruce Brown 7/28

Edward McLaughlin 7/07
Walter Reid 7/20

Deneen Moore 7/28

Pamela Smith 7/08

James Hathaway 7/20
Dorothy Ruotolo 7/29

Melissa Terrio 7/08
Joseph Jaquith 7/20
Stuart Roane 7/29

Gene Simpo 7/09

Jon Simmons 7/20
Ronald Snyder 7/29

Ester Smith 7/09

Michael Sosa 7/20

John Morrison 7/29

David Menefee 7/09
Curtis Spickler 7/20
John Kennedy 7/29

Tommy Garrett 7/09
Timothy Reed 7/20
Ruth Petersen 7/29

John Dasch 7/09

Kevin Crawford 7/20
Theodore Varney 7/29

Michael Scott 7/09

William Luttrell 7/21

Vicki Laberge 7/29

David Smith 7/09

Joan Grainger 7/21

Michael Bolig 7/29

Kathryn French 7/09
Larry Nicodin 7/21

Kathleen Mactier 7/29
Neil Goodrich 7/10

Paul Reece 7/21

Robert Mastrion 7/30

George Durity 7/10

Keith Laster 7/21

George Zinser 7/30

Val Daschle 7/10

Matthew Perry 7/21

John Muse 7/30
Mark Fiorey 7/10

Kim Malmgren 7/21

William Campbell 7/30

Paul March 7/11

Gregg Schneider 7/22
Lester Callahan 7/30

William Campbell 7/11
Rick Jones 7/22

Walter Deal 7/30

Albert Stoll 7/12

Regina Clark 7/22

Tanya Tubbs 7/30

Robert Scheffler 7/12
Charles Everman 7/23
Michael Sparkman 7/30

Pearl Korbisch 7/13

Robert Kokinda 7/23
Jerome Tenney 7/31

Skip Belcher 7/13

Norman Wicke 7/23

John Lemieux 7/31

Michelle Monahan 7/13
Frank Courtney 7/23
Thomas Brown 7/31

Ludwig Burkle 7/13

Tommie Burkins 7/23
John Taylor 7/31
William Westcoat 7/14
Michael Bullard 7/23
Denise Barnes 7/31

Patricia Pruitt 7/14

Chris Moulton 7/23

Anita Hope 7/31

Samuel Caughey 7/14
Patricia Wlazlinski 7/24
James Hicks 7/31
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JULY 2008
	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SAT

	
	
	1
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	2
Lunch is served

1100-1300
Galley is open 1700-2100
	3
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	4
4th of July Indoor Picnic 1300hr-til

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	5
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon

-A-Tune

	6
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	7
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	8
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

Merry Widows’ on vacation until Sept. 9th 
	9
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	10
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1900- Sub Vets Meeting

	11
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke


	 12
0900 - Field Day
1200 –Home Committee Meeting
Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 - Poweroke

	13
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY

	14
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	15
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130- Unit Luncheon @ Breck’s
6:30 – UNIT BOD

7:00 – UNIT

General Assembly
	16
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	17
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1800– BRANCH BOD

1900- BRANCH

General Assembly
	18
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	19
Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 – Croon

-A-Tune

	20
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	21
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	22
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	23
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	24
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	25
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke

	26
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke

	27
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	28
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	29
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	30
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	31
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
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BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!This is your anniversary month. 
HAVE YOU RENEWED???   PLEASE DO, IF YOU HAVE NOT!!

John Groover 42yrs
Michael Stasiak 10yrs
William Kozak 4yrs
Livingston Butler 42yrs
Raymond Clark 9yrs
John Jones 3yrs

Robert Kokinda 42yrs
Neal Clark 9yrs

Ralph Brown 3yrs

John Lookabill 34yrs
William Lansing 9yrs
Jessica Reno 2yrs

Robert Taylor 34yrs
Joseph Gleason 9yrs
David Tubbs 2yrs

Earl Kurtz 30yrs

Robert Davidson 8yrs
James Holmes 2yrs

William Owens 29yrs
Elwyn Leyland 8yrs
James Lowman 2yrs

William Weaver 28yrs
William Ambler 7yrs
Carol Mummey 2yrs

James Williams 28yrs
Mark Stillwell 7yrs

Billy Coffey 2yrs

Shelly Kelly 27yrs

Wayne Suckow 7yrs
Robert Wilson 2yrs

Harry Kirk 24yrs

John Phillips 7yrs

Kenneth Miller 2yrs

Robert Grabowski 22yrs
R. D. Buell 7yrs

Dale Brannen 2yrs

Frank Dejoy 21yrs

Kenneth Farrell 6yrs
Douglas Andersen 1yr

Maurice Teague 21yrs
Carl Dodd 6yrs

Henry Cease 1yr

Michael Andrews 20yrs
Harold Starn 6yrs

Edwin Eck 1yr

Phillip Euper 20yrs
Michael Struve 6yrs
Gregory Lambert 1yr

Robert Ingebretson 14yrs
John Meyers 5yrs

William Ammeter 1yr

Vernon Freshour 13yrs
James Sease 5yrs

Keith Morris 1yr

Steven Geary 13yrs
Jerry Young 5yrs

Michael Ragan 1yr

James Spence 11yrs
David Dux 5yrs

Edmund Collins 1yr

Billy Fowler 10yrs

Dennis Darling 5yrs
Aaron Hayden 1yr

Albert Reagin 10yrs
Julio Solado 5yrs

Thomas Rice 1yr

Thomas McDevitt 10yrs
Charles Wright 4yrs
Ronald Snyder 1yr

Roger Rader 10yrs
Alexander Herbruck 4yrs

John Dux 10yrs

James Fortier 4yrs
NEED A COPY OF YOUR DD-214? Go to http://vetrecs.archives.gov/.
BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members



    8

Transferred into Low Country Branch 269             
   
    5

Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander
    0

Suspended members




  16

Members past due




  42

Transferred from Branch 269



    1

TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 31MAY08     993
WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members

William Allen

Richard Flint

Mike Shanahan

R. Scott Benson

Ken Huffingham

Luther Stephenson

William Bradley

Robert Kirtley

Ray Williams

Gary Crozier

Leonard Pinson

James Fackler

Emmett Rackley
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4th of JULY INDOOR PICNIC


Starting at 1300hrs until its gone, hamburgers and hot dogs with picnic sides will be available. $$Donations$$ are always appreciated. Desert donations are being asked for.

ANNUAL PICNIC SHORT STAY - 2009 

Information pending


The plans are to shoot for the weekend before Memorial Day weekend. Additional information, with name to make reservation will be available next month.

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

darlene.hines@comcast.net
BOD Motion – S/M Horton, seconded by S/M Friend made motion to allocate $173.87 for expenses from the installation dinner. Voice vote, carried.

Motion – S/M Horton, seconded by S/M Friend made motion that the Branch allocates funds to purchase 288 U.S. grave flags not to excess $350.00. Voice vote, carried.

Motion – S/M J. Sutton seconded by S/M Addington made motion that the Branch allocates $45.00 for a Blue Star Banner flag to fly outside on yardarm of flag pole. S/M Horton stated that the flags should be flown correctly and S/M Starland stated the research had been done and the general assembly approved the way our flags are flying. Voice vote, carried, 1 nay. 

Motion – S/M J. Sutton, seconded by S/M J. Janney made motion to purchase a POW/MIA flag not to exceed $50.00. Voice vote, carried.

LET’S GO GREEN

NEWSLETTER IS NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.fra269.org

Help save on printing and postage, you can retrieve the newsletter from the website. Previous months’ copies are there as well. 

Anyone and everyone who would like to just go to www.fra269.org and read the newsletter PLEASE contact S/M Darlene Hines at 824-2589, darlene.hines@comcast.net, or leave a note in the Pass Down Log (PDL) at The Home to be removed from the snail mail list. 

. 
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UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions

Friday nights, 1900hrs – Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament

Saturday nights, 2000hrs – In-House 8-ball Tournament

Jul 4th – 4th of July Indoor Picnic – 1300hrs-until

Subject to change and additions. 

HOME FINANCIAL REPORT

30 APRIL 2008

NET PROFIT

  $997.78
BUILDING FUND

$19,666.29
Merry Widows Support Group

The Merry Widows Support Group will be on vacation until September 9th. Until then, think about calling a friend. Offer a ride to someone who doesn’t drive. Guest are welcome. 




Yours in Loyalty, Protection, & Service,




Betty Harris - 552-1416 or C# 412-6753
FRA BOWLING LEAGUE


Is it just you, or do you have a whole team????  The FRA, Bowling League will hold an organizational meeting on August 27th at 7:00pm at the FRA Low Country Home. The bowling season starts September 3rd at Marrington Lanes at 7:00pm. This is a mixed, handicap league. Come out and join in. Call Darlene Hines 824-2589, if you have questions. 

Men’s Bowling League


S/M John Janney is forming a men’s bowling league that will bowl at Marrington Lanes. The league will start the first week of September is being formed. League fees will be between $10.00-$12.00. Call S/M John (h) 553-2564 or (c) 367-5666. Give him your team line-up. 

WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME

Names drawn lately: 6/3 – Elaine Turner, not signed; 6/10 – James Turner, not signed; 6/17 – Fred Morast, not signed; and 6/24 – Stephanie Dudley, not signed.

 
You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours.
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FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME, Inc.

99 Wisteria Road

(843) 569-2692

Home Chairman – Rich Horton

John Janney – Vice Chairman
          Darlene Hines – Financial Sec.                  

Bobbi Sutton – Admin Sec.

          Larry Starland – Bldg. & Grounds

Linda Cox – Special Events
          Rusty Wenzel – Security & Mbr. 
Al Addington – Director 
                         Nancy Bullis – Director 
Laurie Bailey – Director
                         Kirk Owen – Director


Trustees: Ed Keohane – Jon Sutton – Larry Pepper

Home Manager – Elfie Campbell

Hours of Operations
Mon-Sat 1000-2400 * Sun 1000-2000

Happy Hour – 1600-1900 Mon-Fri
FROM THE HOME COMMITTEE


Thanks to all who attended and participated in the June Home Committee meeting.   Although it was a very lengthy meeting, we managed to get a lot accomplished and are moving forward.   I invite all members, both Branch and Unit, to attend the upcoming July meeting as well as assist with the Field Day prior to the meeting.   By working together, we will continue to improve our Home for everyone's enjoyment.   Speaking of enjoyment, we recently installed a sound system which will allow for all to enjoy the music without the need to increase the volume to an excess level.   We are also making progress on improving the ventilation system to allow for a cleaner environment.   Comments and suggestions concerning both are definately appreciated, either via the suggestion box or by attending the Home Committee meeting.   As a reminder, it's not to early to begin planning to participate in the Wednesday night FRA Bowling League for the fall, which will start in August.   I hope we have as well (or better) turnout as we did last season and fun was had by all!!   In addition to the FRA League, Shipmate John Janney is organizing a FRA Men's League for Tuesday nights.   Anyone interested should contact either John or myself for more information.   Thanks again for all of the support!!




Yours in Loyalty, Protection, and Service,




Rich Horton
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