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BRANCH PRESIDENT’S CORNER
The Southeast Regional Convention is just around the corner. Are you interested in visiting Chattanooga, TN, meeting other Shipmates, and enjoying a weekend in the mountains? Hotel and other convention information are available at The Home. If you want to be a delegate of Branch 269’s, contact Shipmate Secretary. It’s a great time in a great place. Hope to see ya’ll there!

The Branch’s Fall Golf Tournament is September 15th at the Redbank Golf Club onboard the Naval Weapons Station. Registration forms are available at The Home. Register yourself or a whole team. Don’t delay. The field is filling rapidly.

Is bowling your game? Our FRA Bowling League resumes play in September. Contact Shipmate Darlene Hines to sign up yourself or a whole team.

Have you recruited a new member yet, this year? Remember, recruiting is everyone’s job! Branch 269 is the number one recruiting branch in Group I of the Fleet Reserve Association. We’re number one because ALL of our Shipmates are busy recruiting! Keep up the good work, and recruit, recruit, recruit!

Loyalty, Protection & Service 



Chuck

VISITS TO THE VA HOSPITAL


The Branch Board of Directors held a lengthy discussion at June’s meeting, about instituting a monthly or quarterly visit to the VA Hospital in Charleston. All members agreed that it’s a noble gesture, but we first need to identify our members that are interested in participating. Consequently, ALL HANDS that are interested and willing to participate in visits to the VA Hospital are asked to contact Shipmate Doug Cattell at 797-0248. Doug is our VAVS representative and regularly visits the VA Hospital, usually accompanied only by his wife, Lady Sue Cattell. 


If you’re willing to participate in regular visits to the VA Hospital, call Doug and get on the list. If we have enough participants, we’ll schedule regular monthly or quarterly visits.


We’ve had one member this past month (July) who contacted Shipmate Doug and volunteered to assist with VA Hospital visits. We need more than that. Please give Shipmate Doug a call and spend a couple of hours at the VA Hospital. 
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Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of 

Duane J. Anderson, RMCS, USN-Ret

Arthur A. Ludwig, DTC, USN-Ret

who transferred to the 

Staff of the Supreme Commander 

BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS’ PEW

Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our Shipmates or Auxiliary members, please contact Branch Chaplain Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Nancy Bullis @ 278-2736.

FROM THE FRA’s C&BL


RITUALS – Article 25, Section 2507. Entering or Leaving the Meeting Hall. The master-at-arms should NOT permit ANYONE to enter or leave the meeting hall during the opening, two-bell, initiation, or closing ceremonies. 


In other words, if you open the door and the general assembly is standing, stop, wait until they are seated then come on in. 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY

 
I wish to thank all those who made our initial clean up in May such a great success.

 
The Adopt-A-Highway Fall pickup will be held on October 13,2007. We will muster at the home, get or Safety instructions and vests at 0900 and do our clean-up.


A sign up list will be posted on the back bulletin board (Bar Side) in September for those wishing to participate. We have Fifteen (15) vests so only fifteen (15) sign up slots will be available. Sign up early to reserve your spot to keep our road and Berkeley County beautiful.

 



Fred Bolz 




FRA’s Adopt-A-Highway Chairman  

BRANCH TREASURER’S REPORT

Checking 
$9,394.16
Savings
 
$4,412.36
Total 

$13,806.52
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MADAM PREZ’s CORNER
Greetings 


Well the last meeting was kind of small; I guess it is due to fact of the summer weather.  It would be nice to see more members at the August meeting. 

Three important items were discussed

· The unit is collecting eye glasses and cell phones. A box will be placed at the home.

· Assist blinded Vets—VIVA (Visually Impaired Veterans of America) is a group of blinded veterans that meets once a month at Carey Hillard’s Restaurant on Rivers Avenue in North Charleston to provide companionship a sense of worth, a purpose for those who can no longer travel on their own. They need our help. But the lack of transportation prevents them from doing all the things they would like to do. If someone can please provide them with transportation to their monthly meetings and be a friend. Please call 875-9994. Any help you can provide will be gratefully appreciated.

· Assist a Vet’s wife - Mrs. Angelita Clemente is looking for someone you could give her a ride to visit her husband Ricardo in the VA hospital. The hospital is located in Walterboro. If anyone can help her please call #572-1793.

Remember we really can make an impact if we work together!!!!!!!!


My heartfelt sympathies go out to those who lost a loved one.  My thoughts and prayers are with you.  A speedy recovery is wished for those of us who are sick or recovering from an illness.  Happy Birthday, Anniversary to those celebrating in the month of July. 

I remain yours in

Loyalty, Protection & Service

President Pat Suckow

An Invitation,

 To the members of Unit 269 

 I would like to invite all to our monthly meeting on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  Meetings start at 6:30pm. Looking forward to seeing you

Lady Pat Suckow
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YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!


If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA, Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. Your choice, from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

Dolores Paul 8/01

Donald Larsen 8/11

James Delaney 8/21

Norris Williams 8/01

John Janney 8/11

Marion Clark 8/21

Mary Thompson 8/01
Paul Egonut 8/11

Don Hyland 8/22

James McDonough 8/02
Barbara Kenney 8/11
Bobbi Sutton 8/22

Parke Manuel 8/02

Gary Leath 8/11

Thomas Morrison 8/22

Angel Torres 8/03

Samuel Schaffer 8/12
Fred Bolz 8/22

A.C. Brown 8/03

William Ribbeck 8/13
Ronald Cates 8/22

Alice Morrison 8/03

Fredrick Daughtery 8/13
Jonathan Jones 8/22

James Lowman 8/03
Donald Neville 8/13

Lawrence Denapoli 8/23

Stephen Jeffery 8/03
William Mullins 8/13

Brian Brooks 8/23

Jerry Young 8/03

Barbara Patterson 8/13
Lynnette Jordan 8/23

Joyce McIntire 8/03

Linda Eldridge 8/14
            Rosemary Schumann 8/23

Eugene Robinson 8/03
Charles Pyatt 8/14

Derondah Smith 8/23

Donald Saali 8/04

Joseph Farrell 8/14

Pete Smith 8/23

Thomas Krieger 8/04
James Nimke 8/14

Terri Leal 8/23

R. Wayne Ott 8/04

Heather Wenzel  8/14
Al Addington 8/24

Charlene Sullivan 8/04
Leroy Rothrauff 8/15              Marshall Henderson 8/25

Bruce Edmund 8/04

Charles Nelms 8/15

Allen Wells 8/25

Norma Houck 8/04

Scott Bell 8/15

John Keile 8/25

Carl Hancock 8/05

Lewis Allison 8/16

Frank Eldridge 8/26

Raymond Kiley 8/05

Mike Mulkey

John Phillips 8/26

Rita Stiegelmeyer 8/06
Elizabeth Mullins 8/16
Frank Cordero 8/26

David Berube 8/06

Harold Starn 8/16

Michelle Owens 8/26

Dorothy Brace 8/07

Johnny Brown 8/16

Delbert Howell 8/27

Charles Lindler 8/08

Charles Porter 8/16

Roy Morrow 8/27

Robert Jones, Sr 8/08
Frances Bledsoe 8/17
Kim Phelps 8/27

John Waite 8/08

Donald Sponic 8/17

Phill Smith 8/28

Bruce Garrabrant 8/08
Richard Wise 8/17

Gerald Johnson 8/28

Yvonne Aguilera 8/08
Chris Graff 8/17

Vicky McHugh 8/28

Ferman Brannen 8/08
Norma Walker 8/18

Kathy Vandiver 8/28

Thomas Dabbs 8/08
George Gresens 8/18
Juan Ortiz 8/28

Ronald Aycock 8/08

Shelia Schafer 8/18

Robert Allen 8/29

Jason Budde 8/08

Richard Cleeve 8/19
Robert Hansen 8/29

Joy Beemer 8/08

Duane Rigg 8/19

Doug Cattell, Sr 8/29

Chris Eldridge 8/08

Connie Roup 8/19

Taffy Clark 8/29

Francis Young 8/09

Dante Ray 8/19

William Freligh 8/30

Barbara Farmer 8/09
Benjamin Kluth 8/20

Carroll Johnson 8/31

Loye Bryant 8/09

Douglas Andersen 8/20
Grady Scott 8/31

Debra King 8/09

Richard Bernard 8/20
Della Deatherage 8/31

Dustin Darnell 8/10

Alex Gordon 8/21

Jessica Reno 8/31

David Wright 8/10

Donald Propst 8/21

Neta Fewox 8/11

William Roberts 8/21

5

AUGUST 2007

	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SAT

	
	
	
	1
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

	2
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	3
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon-A-Tune
	4
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon-A-Tune



	5
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	6
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	7
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	8
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

	9
Lunch is served

1100-1300

1900- Sub Vets Meeting
Galley is open 1700-2100
	 10
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 


	11
0900 - Field Day
1200 – Home Meeting

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Poweroke



	12
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY

	13
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	 14
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
Merry Widows’ 

No Luncheon until Sept

	15
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	16
Lunch is served

1100-1300
1800 – UNIT BOD

1830 – UNIT

General Assembly

1830 – Branch BOD

2000- BRANCH

General Assembly

Galley is open 1700-2100

	17
Lunch 

1100-1300

 Anniversary Bash

(see details within)

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – DJ SPIN-IT-AGAIN


	18
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon-A-Tune 

	19
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	20
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	21

Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130- Unit Luncheon @ Los Arcos
	22

Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	23
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	24
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 
	25
Tribute to Neil Diamond Show 

(see details within)
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke 



	26
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	27
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	28

Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs


	29

Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	30
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	31

Lunch 

1100-1300

 Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon-A-Tune


	Sept 1
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon-A-Tune
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ANNIVERSARY BASH

August 17th @ 1800hrs


Yep, it’s been a year. On August 16, 2006 the FRA, Low Country Home opened its doors for business. This year we’re looking at having a fish fry on Friday August 17th. 


Purchase your $5.00 ticket, available at the bar, by August 12th. WE NEED THE HEAD COUNT!!!!!! On the day of the event, you’ll turn in your ticket that will have your name on it and will receive a wristband. From there you’ll enjoy a fish fry with sides and frogmore stew. You’ll get a discount on your drinks. Your ticket will go into a barrel for door prize drawings. 


Entertainment for the evening will be SPIN-IT-AGAIN DJ’ing.

BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!! This is your anniversary month.

HAVE YOU RENEWED???   PLEASE DO, IF YOU HAVE NOT!!

Paul Pearson 45yrs

Kenneth White 11yrs
Leonard Ogle 5yrs
James Rogers 39yrs
Martin Riley 8yrs

Robert Scheffler 4yrs

Ed O’Connor 35yrs

James Houchin 8yrs
Danny Houglan 3yrs

Clifford Laney 33yrs

David Kiger 8yrs

Deneen Moore 2yrs

Danny Leonhardt 33yrs
J. Philip Balem 8yrs

Michael Hubbs 2yrs

Robert Bailey 33yrs

John Janney 8yrs

Angel Torres 1yr

Charles Morris 33yrs
Alan Miles 8yrs

Joseph Jaquith 1yr

Donald Parks 33yrs

John Niland 8yrs

Gregory Current 1yr

Robert Markle 33yrs
Alfred Burns 8yrs

Rita Stiegelmeyer 1yr

Carroll Watson 30yrs
Kenneth Breazeale 8yrs
James Price 1yr

Albert Campbell 30yrs
Howard Anderson 7yrs
Linwood Murrow 1yr

Marshall Henderson 30yrs
John Ingram 7yrs

Dennis Rash 1yr

Arthur White 29yrs

Stuart Erlandson 6yrs
Jason Anderson 1yr

Robert Hansen 28yrs
Jerry Hawkins 6yrs

Charlie Moss 1yr

Don Hyland 28yrs

Dana Johnson 6yrs

Brandon Raccio 1yr

Walter Zeigler 27yrs

Floyd Bandy 6yrs

Kareem Hill 1yr

Stanley Catoe 26yrs
George Tscheulin 6yrs
Michael Thompson 1yr

Timothy Reifer 25yrs
Paul Brown 6yrs

Melanie Branham 1yr

Frank Courtney 22yrs
Larry Larkins 6yrs

Timothy Fairfield 1yr

Barry Wilson 20yrs

John Woodside 5yrs
Carl Miller 1yr

Brendan Goff 19yrs

Walter Reid 5yrs

James Griftin 1yr

Roger Lebel 18yrs

Thomas Shannon 5yrs
Kristopher Knudsen 1yr
UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS 

Virginia Pidde 50yrs

Barbara Sullivan 8yrs
Barbara Timmons 5yrs

Martha Willcutt 21yrs
Cacey March 8yrs
            
Peggy Polomski 1yr

Virginia Losito 12yrs
Barbara Sullivan 8yrs
Patricia Santos 1yr

Karen Adams 9yrs

Elizabeth Adams 7yrs
Tanya Tubbs 1yr

Mary Teague 8yrs

Annmarie Bolz 7yrs
              Rosemary Schumann 1yr

Margaret Rothrauff 8yrs
Kathy Vandiver 7yrs
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BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members



  12

Transferred into Low Country Branch 269             
   
    0

Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander

    2 

Suspended members




  10

Members past due




  29

Transferred from Branch 269



    1   

TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 30JUN07
998

WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members

Steven Cooper

Larry Knutson

James Palmer

Steven Edmund

Jonathan Lawrence

Richard Plante

Robert Jones

J. T. McNeill

Jeffrey Smith

William Kelley

Mike Mulkey

Curtis Spickler
FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

darlene.hines@comcast.net
BOD Motion - S/M Pearson, seconded by S/M Starland made motion to allocate $150.00 for an ad in the SER 2007 convention journal. Voice vote, carried.

BOD Motion - S/M D. Hines seconded by S/M Cattell made motion to offer up to three throw blankets for door prizes at cost. Voice vote, carried.

Motion - S/M Bourgeois, seconded by S/M Suckow made motion to allocate $160.00 for an ad in the FRA national convention journal. Voice vote, carried. 2 nays

YOUNG MARINES

The Young Marines are seeking volunteers. The Young Marines is a youth education and service program for boys and girls, ages 8 through completion of high school. The Young Marines promote the mental, moral, and physical development of its members. The program focuses on character building, leadership, and promotes a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. The Young Marines are the focal point for the U.S. Marine Corps' youth Drug Demand Reduction efforts. Contact Shipmate John Tharp.
NEW GALLEY HOURS

The staff at the FRA, Low Country Home’s galley whips up some great chow at great prices. Now you can get fed earlier some days and later others. Check it out.

MONDAY-THURSDAY

1700hrs(5:00pm) – 2100hrs(9:00pm)

FRIDAY – SATURDAY

1700hrs(5:00pm) – 2300hrs(11:00pm)
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A TRIBUTE TO NEIL DIAMOND

August 25th, come out and enjoy an evening of Neil Diamond songs. Jack Bullis of JB & Harmony and Shooting Star Productions will be presenting “A Tribute to Neil Diamond”. This show will have you wondering, “is it Neil or is it Jack”! Plan to attend! You will be totally entertained!

Tickets will be $8.00 and can be obtain at The Home. They will go on sale June 22nd. 

Doors will open at 1930hrs (7:30pm), show starts at 2000hrs (8:00pm).
UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions

Friday nights, 1900hrs – Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament

Saturday nights, 2000hrs – In-House 8-ball Tournament

Aug 17th – Low Country Home’s Anniversary bash

Aug 25th – “A Tribute to Neil Diamond” Show

Sep 15th – Golf Tournament 

Sep 22nd – Luau

Oct 27th – Halloween Party

Nov 3rd – Golf tournament

Nov11th – Parade and indoor picnic

Dec 22nd – Branch and Unit Christmas Party

Jan 31st – New Years Eve Party
Subject to change and additions. 
REMEMBER NO SMOKING IN THE MEETING/BANQUET HALL
SEATING CHART FOR SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS


Just as you do for a hockey game, a baseball game and similar ticketed events with numbered seating, your Home is implementing a seating arrangement for ticketed events. This is nothing new and it’s fair. When a group of people want to sit together at an event, they plan accordingly. Someone from the group purchases a block of tickets and when that group enters, their table and seats are waiting. They’re not looking at all the tables taken up with one or two people sitting at them.  


When the Home hosts a ticketed event, like shows or the New Year’s party, a seating chart will be used. When you buy your ticket, you’ll select what table you’ll be sitting at. 



Plan ahead and purchase your tickets early. You’ll get better seats and be able to sit together.
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FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME, Inc.

99 Wisteria Road

(843) 569-2692

Home Chairman – Dave Rein

Laurie Bailey – Director 

          Nate Nathan – Vice Chairman
Kathy Bourgeois – Director

          Larry Starland – Bldg. & Grounds

Darlene Hines – Financial Sec.                  Bobbi Sutton – Admin Sec.
Lynda Monnig – Special Events
          Rusty Wenzel – Director


Trustees: Larry Pepper – Ed Keohane – Jon Sutton
Home Manager – Elfie Campbell
Hours of Operations

Mon-Sat 1000-2400 * Sun 1000-2000

Happy Hour – 1600-1900 Mon-Fri
FROM THE HOME COMMITTEE

Hello, 

My name is Lynda Monnig the guest writer for this month’s newsletter as well as the newly appointed Special Events Coordinator.  This is a brand new position on the Home Committee.  I am asking for assistance from all past volunteers for tips, hints
and suggestions on how we can make our events the best ever.  

Speaking of events, we have two coming up in the month of August, you won't want to miss.  Branch 269's Anniversary Bash on August 17th and the Neil Diamond Tribute on August 25th.  Check elsewhere in the newsletter for further information.  I look forward to working with our members this coming year. 
HOME FINANCIAL REPORT

31 MAY 2007

NET PROFIT

$3,538.82

BUILDING FUND
$30,485.44

WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME

Names drawn lately:  6/26 – Rosemary Clark, not signed, 7/3 Naomi Fortner, not signed; 7/10 Elwin Wolfe, not signed; and 7/17 – Lonnie Kenney, not signed.  You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours. 
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NATIONAL VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

NOVEMBER 8th-11th

Let’s help make it happen!!!! What???? Let’s help make Charleston be the city known for hosting the National Veterans Day Celebration. Dinners, shows, golf tournament, picnics, and a parade are in the works. 


The Branch and Unit will have a float in the parade. Watch for additional details as for when and where to meet. Start planning to be part of it.


Additional information about the NVDC can be found at http://www.nationalveteransdaycelebration.org/. 

FRA BOWLING LEAGUE


Is it just you, or do you have a whole team????  The FRA, Bowling League will hold an organizational meeting on August 29th at 7:00pm at the FRA Low Country Home. The bowling season starts September 5th at Marrington Lanes at 7:00pm. This is a mixed, handicap league. Come out and join in. There will be a sign up sheet on the Branch’s bulletin board. Call Darlene Hines 824-2589, if you have questions. 

SHORT STAY 2008
The dates are set for May 16 & 17, 2008. Villas are blocked in the name of Shannon, as in CMDCM Bob Shannon. The numbers to call are 761-8353 or 1-800-447-2178.


Thank you Master Chief!

Merry Widows Support Group


The Merry Widows will not meet in August.  The group will meet at the FRA Home on Sept. 11th at 11:30 A.M.

                             
Yours in LPS,

Betty Harris 552-1416 or C# 412-6753

NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL 

If you wish to help reduce the cost of printing and postage, SEND an e-mail to darlene.hines@comcast.net. That way I have the correct e-mail address to add you to the list.  
