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BRANCH PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Our biggest event this month of course will be the Southeast Regional Convention.  The convention is being held August 27-31 at the Ramada Hotel in North Charleston.  To be a successful event, we need help from as many of our members that can find time to volunteer.  There are many ways one can assist in helping the convention be a successful one; making donations for the Basket of Cheer or the Hospitality Suite, working the Hospitality Suite, helping out at the Registration Desk, or just providing a helping hand in completing many of the small details required to make any event  successful.  One last item on the Convention, come out and participate, see the workings of your Fleet Reserve Association in action, meet your Regional and National Officers in attendance, and learn firsthand how the Association is working for you.


Membership and Retention will always be an issue as in any organization. Our membership is slipping slightly from over 1000 members to 996 as of 31 May 2008.  It is estimated that well over 30,000 Navy affiliated men, women and their families are living and working in the Low country.  Our membership is only .03% of the men and women eligible to join our organization.  We all have friends or neighbors that we know were in the Navy.  I’ve recruited several Veterans from work to join the FRA and several work mates that were eligible to join the Auxiliary.  All you have to do is ask, it’s simple. If we could only recruit a half percent of those eligible we would have close to 2500 member in Branch 269. We all are an important part of the Membership and Retention Committee.  Also, I don’t believe that 30,000 numbers included the Marine Corp or Coast Guard men and women living in the Low country.


Some future special events to be noted are the Navy Birthday Ball will be held on October 18th of this year. There is a big push being made by the Charleston Navy Ball Committee to encourage retired members to attend.  More information will be posted at the Home when it comes available. I encourage all our members to consider attending this event.  At our General Assembly meeting in November, there is a good chance that General James E. Cartwright, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will be in attendance to say a few words and possibly answer questions you may have.  Confirmation and further information will be providing when available. And of course, our fall golf tournament is in September. If you haven’t signed up yet, hurry; don’t be left out in the cold like I was last time. (I did squeak in at the last minute). It’s fun, it’s frustrating, but it’s captain’s choice.  No pencils with erasers please.


That’s it for August, as always when at the Home I will always be available for questions or will listen to your comments. I’m here to serve you, our members, (and be Dilly Dailies slave). Dit-Da.





In Loyalty, Protection, and Service,




Larry M. Starland
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Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of 

EM2 Ronald L. Willis, USN-Vet 




who transferred to the 
Staff of the Supreme Commander 

BRANCH & UNIT CHAPLAINS’ PEW

Our prayers and best wishes to those who may be in poor health. Anyone knowing of any illness or death among our Shipmates or Auxiliary members please contact Branch Chaplain Bobbi Sutton @ 875-4010 or Unit Chaplain Nancy Bullis @ 278-2736.
ESSAY CONTEST

The 2008 essay contest is about to start. The theme this year is: “What the United States flag stands for”. Remember this contest is open to all students (including home schooled), Grades 7 thru 12. The contest is not restricted to children of the FRA or its Unit. The grand national prize is $15,000 with prizes of $5,000 $3,000 and $2,000 to each first, second, and third place winner in grades seven through twelve. Additional awards are given by Regional and local branches. Forms will be available at the Branch early August. 
BRANCH TREASURER’S REPORT

Checking 
$9,490.62
Savings
 
$4,461.79
Total 

$13,952.41
FRA, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONVENTION

August 27-31, 2008


Yep, it’s almost here and you can still HELP!!!!!!!
  
Your donation of a bottle of liquor or wine, or snacks for the hospitality room.


Contact S/M Darlene Hines 824-2589 or Lady Pat Suckow 764-0145.
Adopt-A-Highway Schedule


Muster at the Home by 0900 hours and let’s do what we said we would. Pick-up trash along NAD Road. 


Adopt-A-Highway pick-up schedule for 2008:



October 11  



December  6 
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MADAM PREZ’s CORNER

The auxiliary enjoyed a good turnout for our July meeting.  Our SER President was our guest.  Also attending were Larry Starland, FRA 269 President and Rich Horton, Home Committee Chairman.



The Unit is going to sponsor a fundraiser dinner during the month of September.  Food and date to be announced later.  During this evening event we sill have an auction.  Please bring an item weighing  one pound.  Yes….one pound.  Surely you have something laying around that you can wrap in newspaper or place in a brown bag.  Join in, this promises to be fun.  There will also be a cake walk, so bring a luscious dessert.

The Unit also voted to raffle a $100.00 gas card at the Labor Day picnic.  With the prices today, this should be a good moneymaker.

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be another try at the Poblamos
Restaurant across from Wal-Mart on Rivers Avenue.  If by chance it still is not open, go on down the road to the C&W restaurant, remember everyone is welcome.

Nancy Bullis won the free steak dinner donated by Erin Giannetto.  Come to the next meeting and put your name in the pot.

If it’s your birthday, make it a very happy one, if you or a loved one is ill or in the hospital, please get well soon.  Our sincere condolences go out to any who have lost a loved one.

  



In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 





Rusty Wenzel

UNIT CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS 

Virginia Pidde 57yrs

Annmarie Bolz 8yrs

Anita Hope 1yr

Martha Willcutt 22yrs
Elizabeth Adams 8yrs
Susan Bailey 1yr

Cacey March 9yrs

Barbara Timmons 6yrs
Gloria Hill 1yr

Mary Teague 9yrs

Patricia Santos 2yrs

Joseph Schaffer 1yr

Barbara Sullivan 9yrs
Tanya Tubbs 2yrs

Claudia Shenton 1yr

Margaret Rothrauff 9yrs
Peggy Polomski 2yrs
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YOU RECRUIT, THE BRANCH WILL PAY


Branch Bylaw, Article X, Section 1004 - Any member of the Branch will have one year of dues paid by the Branch for each group of ten paid new or reinstated members recruited for the Branch.
YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!


If you are a Branch 269 or Unit 269 member, stop by the FRA, Low Country Home on your birthday for a FREE BIRTHDAY LUNCH. It’s your choice from the lunch specials of the day. If your birthday falls on a weekend, stop by Friday or Monday.

Dolores Paul 8/01

Fred Daughtery 8/13
Ronald Cates 8/22

Norris Williams 8/01

Donald Neville 8/13

Jonathan Jones 8/22

James McDonough 8/02
William Mullins 8/13

Brian Brooks 8/23

Parke Manuel 8/02

Barbara Patterson 8/13
Lawrence Denapoli 8/23

A.C. Brown 8/03

Charles Pyatt 8/14

Lynnette Jordan 8/23

Alice Morrision 8/03

Joseph Farrell 8/14

Derondah Smith 8/23

James Lowman 8/03
Heather Wenzel 8/14
Pete Smith 8/23

Jerry Young 8/03

Leroy Rothrauff 8/15
Terri Leal 8/23

Angel Torres 8/03

Charles Nelms 8/15

Carl Miller 8/23

Elaine McIntire 8/03

Lewis Allison 8/16

Al Addington 8/24

Donald Saali 8/04

Ann O’Brien 8/16
              Marshall Henderson 8/25

Thomas Krieger 8/04
Ovie Mulkey 8/16

Jack Nyhart 8/25

R. Wayne Ott 8/04

Elizabeth Mullins 8/16
Allen Wells 8/25

Bruce Edmund 8/04

Harold Starn 8/16

John Keile 8/25

Norma Houck 8/04

Johnny Brown 8/16

Mark Garrison 8/25

Carl Hancock 8/05

Charles Porter 8/16

Frank Eldridge 8/26

Raymond Kiley 8/05

Frances Bledsoe 8/17
John Phillips 8/26

Rita Stiegelmeyer 8/06
Donald Sponic 8/17

Frank Cordero 8/26

Chris Staples 8/06

Richard Wise 8/17

Susan Bailey 8/26

Dorothy Brace 8/07

Chris Graff 8/17

Delbert Howell 8/27

Robert Jones 8/08

Norma Walker 8/18

Roy Morrow 8/27

John Waite 8/08

Shelia Schafer 8/18

Kim Phelps 8/27

Bruce Garrabrant 8/08
Richard Cleeve 8/19
Daniel Ecklund 8/27

Yvonne Aguilera 8/08
Luther Stephenson 8/19
Phill Smith 8/28

Dale Brannen 8/08

Connie Roup 8/19

Gerald Johnson 8/28

Ronald Aycock 8/08

Dante Ray 8/19

Vicky McHugh 8/28

Joy Beemer 8/08

Benjamin Kluth 8/20

Kathy Vandiver 8/28

Chris Eldridge 8/08

Douglas Anderson 8/20
Brandon Pruett 8/28

Francis Young 8/09

Richard Bernard 8/20
Robert Allen 8/29

Barbara Farmer 8/09
Alex Gordon 8/21

Robert Hansen 8/29

Loye Bryant 8/09

Donald Propst 8/21

Doug Cattell, Sr 8/29

Brian Murray 8/09

William Roberts 8/21
Taffy Clark 8/29

Debra King 8/09

James Delaney 8/21
Timothy White 8/29

Dustin Darnell 8/10

Dean Christiansen 8/21        Lawrence McMicking 8/30

Neta Fewox 8/11

Marion Clark 8/21

William Freligh 8/30

Donald Larsen 8/11

Earl Stone 8/21

Carroll Johnson 8/31

John Janney 8/11

Don Hyland 8/22

Robert Oyer 8/31

Paul Egonut 8/11

Bobbi Sutton 8/22

Grady Scott 8/31

Barbara Kenney 8/11
Thomas Morrison 8/22
Della Deatherage 8/31

Samuel Schaffer 8/12
Fred Bolz 8/22

Jessica Reno 8/31

William Ribbeck 8/13
Michael Ragan 8/22
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AUGUST 2008
	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THUR
	FRI
	SAT

	
	
	
	
	
	1
Lunch 

1100-1300
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	2
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 - Croon

-A-Tune

	3
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	4
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	5
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	6
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	7
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	8
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke
	 9
Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 - Poweroke

	10
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY

	11
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	12
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
Merry Widows’ on vacation until Sept. 9th
	13
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	14
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100

1900- Sub Vets Meeting

	15
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	16
0900 - Field Day
1200 –Home Committee Meeting
Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 – Croon

-A-Tune

	17
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY
	18
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	19
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs

1130- Unit Luncheon @ Poblamos

6:30 – UNIT BOD

7:00 – UNIT

General Assembly
	20
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	21
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
1800– BRANCH BOD

1900- BRANCH

General Assembly
	22
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke

	23
Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke

	24
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	25
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100


	26
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	27
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	28
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	29
Lunch 

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Croon

-A-Tune
	30
Galley is open  

1700-2300

2000 – Croon

-A-Tune

	31
FREE

POOL

ALL DAY


	Sept   1

Labor Day Bash

Galley is open 1700-2100


	2
Lunch is served

1100-1300

WINGS

NIGHT

1700-2100hrs
	3
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	4
Lunch is served

1100-1300

Galley is open 1700-2100
	5
Lunch

1100-1300

Galley is open  

1700-2300
2000 – Poweroke
	6
Galley is open

1700-2300

2000 – Poweroke
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BRANCH CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

Congratulations!!! This is your anniversary month.

HAVE YOU RENEWED???   PLEASE DO, IF YOU HAVE NOT!!

Paul Pearson 46yrs

Roger Lebel 19yrs

Deneen Moore 3yrs

James Rogers 40yrs
Kenneth White 12 yrs
Rita Stiegelmeyer 2yrs

Ed O’Connor 36 yrs

John Janney 9yrs

Joseph Jaquith 2yrs

Robert Bailey 34 yrs
J. Phlip Balem 9yrs

Melanie Branham 2yrs

Danny Leonhardt 34yrs
John Niland 9yrs

Gregory Current 2yrs

Charles Morris 34yrs
Martin Riley 9yrs

Carl Miller 2 yrs

Clifford Laney 34yrs

David Kiger 9yrs

Angel Torres 2yrs

Robert Markle 34 yrs
James Houchin 9yrs
James Price 2yrs

Donald Parks 34 yrs
Kenneth Breazeale 9yrs
Dennis Rash 2yrs

Clyde Wilson 33yrs

Alan Miles 9yrs

Linwood Murrow 2yrs

Carroll Watson 31yrs
Howard Anderson 8yrs
James Griffin 2yrs

Albert Campbell 31yrs
Larry Larkins 7yrs

Ashley Gossett 1yr

Marshall Henderson 31yrs
George Tscheulin 7yrs
Howard Chambers 1yr

Arthur White 30yrs

Jerry Hawkins 7yrs

Brian Mizell 1yr

David McCann 30yrs
Dana Johnson 7yrs

John Cardno 1yr

Don Hyland 29yrs

Floyd Bandy 7yrs

Joseph Fallon 1yr

Robert Hansen 29yrs
Stuart Erlandson 7yrs
Robert Yancey 1yr

Robert Kirtley 28yrs

Thomas Shannon 6yrs
Francis Shenton 1yr

Walter Zeigler 28yrs

Leonard Ogle 6yrs

Robert Posey 1yr

Stanley Catoe 27yrs
Walter Reid 6yrs

Don Knapp 1yr

Timothy Reifer 26yrs
John Woodside 6yrs
John Watkins 1yr

Frank Courtney 23yrs
Robert Scheffler 5yrs
Glen Crosby 1yr

Barry Wilson 21yrs

Danny Houglan 4yrs
Kevin Kerns 1yr

Brendan Goff 20yrs

NEED A COPY OF YOUR DD-214???

Go to http://vetrecs.archives.gov/.
BRANCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT

New or Reinstated Members



    8
Transferred into Low Country Branch 269             
   
    0
Transferred to the Staff of the Supreme Commander

    1
Suspended members




  24
Members past due




  31
Transferred from Branch 269



    1
TOTAL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AS OF 30JUN08      988
WELCOME ABOARD SHIPMATES

New, Reinstated, & Transferred Members

Ed Bowden

Mike Garnett

Kamrin Singletary

Farest Davis

Ronald Pollock

Vincent Tamburrino

Robert Deschaine

Tony Riley
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LABOR DAY BASH


Why worry about the price of gas. Get the spouse out of the house and come to the Fleet on Labor Day. Indoor picnic, shuffle board tourney, pool tourney, indoor horseshoe.


Special dessert contest. Prizes to be guarded. 


Special appearance by “Four Torpedoes and One Target” from downtown Dorchester After Battery. 


Fun & games starts at 1100hrs. Food is served at 1300hrs. 

ANNUAL PICNIC SHORT STAY - 2009 

Information pending

The weekend is set, May 15th & 16th. Reservation can be made starting on August 15th. NO SOONER!!!!! The units are blocked in the name of SINGLETARY. The numbers to call are 761-8353 or 1-800-447-2178.
There will be a planning meeting in the near future. Watch for it so you can help decide and plan next year’s picnic. 
FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

darlene.hines@comcast.net
BOD Motion - S/M Bailey, seconded by S/M J. Janney made motion to accept S/M Don Kopczynski as BoD replacement for S/M Giannetto. Voice vote, carried. 

BOD Motion - S/M Bailey, seconded by S/M C. Hines made motion that the Branch allocates $150.00 for full page ad in regional convention journal. Voice vote, carried.

Motion - S/M C. Hines, seconded by S/M B. Sutton made motion that the Branch allocates $150.00 for full page ad in the national convention journal. Voice vote, carried.

Motion - S/M C. Hines, seconded by S/M B. Sutton made motion that the Branch have RPSE Roger Mitchell and RVPSE John Sutton as proxies for the national convention. Voice vote, carried. 

Motion - S/M C. Hines, seconded by S/M Bourgeois made motion that the delegation chairman of the regional and national convention to granted the right to add delegates. Voice vote, carried. 1 nay.

PROPOSED HOME BY-LAW

Goes to vote August 21st
ADD - Code of Conduct, Article 12 - The Home committee shall address breaches of the code of conduct by guests based on the seriousness of the breach or breaches by barring the guest from the FRA Low Country Home, Inc for an appropriate length of time commensurate with the offense.
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UP COMING EVENTS at FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME

Mark your calendar, watch for details, watch for additions

Friday nights, 1900hrs – Scotch Doubles, 8-ball Tournament

Saturday nights, 2000hrs – In-House 8-ball Tournament

Sept 1st  – Labor Day Bash, kicks off at 1100hrs
Subject to change and additions. 

HOME FINANCIAL REPORT

31 MAY 2008

NET PROFIT

  -$604.34
BUILDING FUND

$19,676.29

Merry Widows Support Group

The Merry Widows Support Group will be on vacation until September 9th. Until then, think about calling a friend. Offer a ride to someone who doesn’t drive. Guest are welcome. 




Yours in Loyalty, Protection, & Service,




Betty Harris - 552-1416 or C# 412-6753
FRA BOWLING LEAGUE


Is it just you, or do you have a whole team????  The FRA, Bowling League will hold an organizational meeting on August 27th at 7:00pm at the FRA Low Country Home. The bowling season starts September 3rd at Marrington Lanes at 7:00pm. This is a mixed, handicap league. Come out and join in. Call Darlene Hines 824-2589, if you have questions. 

Men’s Bowling League


S/M John Janney is forming a men’s bowling league that will bowl at Marrington Lanes. The league will start the first week of September is being formed. League fees will be between $10.00-$12.00. Call S/M John (h) 553-2564 or (c) 367-5666. Give him your team line-up. 

LET’S GO GREEN

NEWSLETTER IS NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.fra269.org

Help save on printing and postage, you can retrieve the newsletter from the website. Previous months’ copies are there as well. 

Anyone and everyone who would like to just go to www.fra269.org and read the newsletter PLEASE contact S/M Darlene Hines at 824-2589, darlene.hines@comcast.net, or leave a note in the Pass Down Log (PDL) at The Home to be removed from the snail mail list. 
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FRA, LOW COUNTRY HOME, Inc.

99 Wisteria Road

(843) 569-2692

Home Chairman – Rich Horton

John Janney – Vice Chairman
          Darlene Hines – Financial Sec.                  

Bobbi Sutton – Admin Sec.

          Larry Starland – Bldg. & Grounds

Linda Cox – Special Events
          Rusty Wenzel – Security & Mbr. 
Al Addington – Director 
                         Nancy Bullis – Director 
Laurie Bailey – Director
                         Kirk Owen – Director


Trustees: Ed Keohane – Jon Sutton – Larry Pepper

Home Manager – Elfie Campbell

Hours of Operations
Mon-Sat 1000-2400 * Sun 1000-2000

Happy Hour – 1600-1900 Mon-Fri
FROM THE HOME COMMITTEE

MOTION- Lady Rusty Wenzel seconded by S/M D. Hines made a motion to put the ceiling fans on low and in the reverse direction and on when ever the Home is open. Motion carried. 
MOTION-S/M D. Hines seconded by Lady Rusty Wenzel made a motion to purchase a Wet-Steam pressure washer not to exceed $1800.00. S/M Hines will look into the purchase. Motion carried.
MOTION-Lady Rusty Wenzel seconded by S/M Addington made a motion to purchase from Applegate Printing an enlargement of the newsletter‘s activities calendar at a cost each month of  $20.00. This will be placed in the foyer. Motion carried.  
MOTION-S/M D. Hines seconded by S/M Bobbi Sutton made a motion to give the keys to the suggestion box to the Home committee chairman and the Vice chairman. And that any and all suggestions placed in the box should be brought to the attention of the committee .Motion carried.

MOTION-S/M Bobbi Sutton seconded by Lady Rusty Wenzel made a motion to have Danny Sterling (Elvis) perform at Home. The date and time to be determined. Motion carried, with one nay.
WEEKLY DRAWING at THE HOME

Names drawn lately: 7/1 – Michael Dellenbach, not signed; 7/8 – Jerome Schaffer, not signed; 7/15 – Dean Dupont, not signed, ”special” drawing Larry Pepper, present; and 7/22 – Don Larson, not signed.

 
You must be a member of the Branch or Unit in good standing and you must be signed in the log. You can sign up until 1800 hours, the day of the drawing. The drawing is held every Tuesday night at 2030 hours.


Note: You must be present when there’s a “special” drawing to collect your one fourth. All other times (this has not changed), you get all when you’re there and signed, half when you’re signed and not present.
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